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WHO ARE THOSE MASKED MEN ???

Eagles Wrestling Team Steps In 
To Save Baseball

Jon Hughes, Athletic Director

The Covid year has impacted us all and every 
student, but especially our baseball program.  
This year, new head coach Darren Young, realized 

things were going to be difficult when he had only 8 
players come out for the team.  Since the Metro League 
combined many of the winter sports like basketball into 
the spring season, it meant fewer kids playing baseball.  

The WIAA is allowing students to play in two sports 
at the same time (just this year) but most students have 
decided that was too much of a commitment.

The baseball team’s first game was a competitive 
game against Chief Sealth, but with only 8 players, ev-
ery time the 9th spot came to bat, it was recorded as an 
out.  Then Coach Young lost two players to injuries and 
suddenly the team was down to 6 players with a game 
against Rainier Beach scheduled two days later.

No, it’s not a bunch of Lone Rangers, 
but they did a GREAT DEED for CHS Sports
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Marni’s Corner — Hello Eagles! 

     Our CHSAA Webmaster update
  
  I was so pleased to learn 
that the CHSAA proposal 
was accepted by the Seattle 
Public Schools in March 
and that the development 
rights to the Cleveland 
High School Memorial 
Forest are finally in good 
hands with King County 
Parks. I like to think that 
my efforts were a little 
part of that success.  Anyway, it’s been a fun ride 
and I look forward to continued work with the new 
editor and other officers of the Alumni Association 
and sincerely welcome all of your feedback and 
comments about the website, email news, and social 
media! (Yep, that’s me behind those things.)

Want to know more about what I do? I invite you to 
visit my website at www.reecermedia.com 

Marni

Marni Reecer clevelandalumsea.org
ReecerMedia.com

 

CHS prepared Jazmín Arias for 
leadership, collaboration and 

STEM at PLU
Alumni Spotlight: Jazmín Arias ‘20

Jazmín Arias, class of 2020, is often the conversation 
starter in her Zoom breakout rooms. Arias is a first-
year prospective nursing student at Pacific Lutheran 

University (PLU) in Tacoma. PLU is lucky to have the 
former cheerleader, stellar student, and leader from the 
class of 2020. 

The project-based learning and emphasis on collabo-
ration at Cleveland prepared Arias for a seamless tran-
sition to PLU, where Learning Together is a founding 
value. 

“I think everyone works together and I like that about 
PLU, we don’t leave people behind and we all work to-
gether,” Arias said. 

Arias utilizes her collaboration skills to lead her bi-
ology lab groups and break the ice in Zoom breakout 
rooms. 

“I make sure to include everyone, because that’s 
something that Cleveland focused on a lot,” Arias said. 

She hopes to become more involved in on-campus 
clubs and groups in the fall. PLU’s professor-to-student 
connection and small class sizes were also attractive 
attributes to Arias as she was narrowing down her col-
lege search. She says PLU reminds her of what she 
loved about Cleveland, especially the level of care felt 
by students from their teachers. Arias feels that the 
“professors really do care about you here at PLU.” 

As a prospective Nursing student, Arias is grateful 
for the STEM background she received at Cleveland. 
In her interview, Arias reminisced on how Cleveland 
opened up many possibilities for future careers in 
STEM fields. She first became intrigued in pursuing 
nursing while taking a class on human body systems 
her sophomore year.

“I think the fact that it’s [Cleveland] a STEM-based 
school helped me a lot with the medical pathway be-
cause right now I’m intending to major in Nursing 
which requires you to take anatomy and physiology,” 
Arias said. Classes like Human Body Systems my 
sophomore year [at Cleveland], learning the basic sys-
tems and how the organs work together. It’s the fact 
that we had to take an extra science class at Cleveland 
that really helped me.” 

When she’s not studying for her challenging nursing 
prerequisites, Arias can be seen around PLU’s beautiful 
campus spending time with friends and spreading joy 
with her infectious laugh. 

Written by former CHS student, Molly House ‘20, 
who is also a student at Pacific Lutheran University. 
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The CHSAA board voted to show appreciation to Pat 
Rosenkranz ‘49 by providing hardback covers for eight 
of her books, “Honored Dead,” which was published as 
a paperback.  These books will be distributed to close 
family members and friends, the Seattle Public Library, 
and the CHS Library.  The total cost is $275.

The board also voted to help the CHS Athletic Depart-
ment by purchasing warmups at a total cost of $2,230 
for 30 tops and 30 bottoms.

We also contributed $1,500 for CHS yearbooks and 
$500 for caps and gowns for impoverished students.

And we have approved $35,000 for scholarships for 
the 2021 graduating class.  This is a record amount for 
CHSAA.

Online donations are highly encouraged. The web-
site includes a donation button.

       www.clevelandalumsea.org

MAKING YOUR DONATIONS

ON LINE IS

SIMPLE !!!

www.clevelandalumsea.org
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CHSAA CONNECTION — Wondering what your fellow alumni are up to?  They want to hear from 
you too!  However long or brief, submit your life course – achievements, life milestones, new adventures, etc.  
As an ongoing newsletter item, we want to feature our CHSAA community “living” their lives.  It’s a great way 
to stay updated and connected.

Short Version Example:
John Doe (Class of 19xx):  Just got married and starting a new chapter in Vancouver, Washington!
Long Version Example:
Jane Doe (Class of 20xx):  Your story up to 500 words

Send submissions to: chsaaboard@gmail.com    or   Cleveland High School Alumni Association 
                                                                                      Attn:  Alumni Connections 
                                                                                      P.O. Box 94004 
                                                                                      Seattle, WA 98124-9404

PAT ROSENKRANZ 
HONORED BY CHSAA

The CHSAA honored Pat Rosenkranz ‘49 by 
bounding eight of her books in hardcovers and 

distributing them to close family members and friends.  
The following Preface was added to the newly covered 
books:

PREFACE:  Her book, HONORED DEAD, tells the 
stories of the “Cleveland boys” who died while serving 
in the armed forces of our country during World War 
II.  These men are honored and memorialized at the 
Cleveland High School Memorial Forest, which is 
located in east King County near Fall City, Washington.

During the war, the students of Cleveland High 
School (CHS) sought a way to honor classmates and 
alumni who were killed in the war.  The graduating 
classes of 1943 and 1944 raised money by holding car 
washes, fundraisers like the senior play, bake sales, do-
nating pocket change, and other odd jobs, to come up 
with $300.  

Science teacher, Joseph Hazzard, suggested that they 
purchase a tract of land and make it into a memorial 
forest.  With that thought in mind, Vice Principal Ray 
Imus took the money to a county tax auction of logged-
off land.  He bid on 131.52 acres.  When word got 
around of what the CHS students and staff were trying 
to accomplish, no one bid against him.  The property 
was purchased in the name of Principal Kenneth Selby.

But the story of the memorial forest doesn’t end there 
–– it was just the beginning.  Weyerhaeuser donated 
10,000 seedlings of Sitka Spruce, Douglas Fir, and 
Western Red Cedar, and the students planted them and 
nursed them until they were fully established.  They 
dug a well, installed restrooms and a sewage drainage 
system, built utility sheds and a lyceum measuring ap-
proximately 50x25 feet. 

It was Faith Beatty who worked with CHS students 
to research each of our Fallen Heroes to document 
how they lived and how and where they died.  Using 
their work as a starting point, Pat worked for 2 years 
researching and writing the book, including tracing the 
maps by hand, and spending untold hours to have the 
book as accurate as possible.  Her major concern was 
finding a publisher who would help design and title the 
book’s cover to add meaning and compassion to the 
history documented in the book.

To honor Pat’s work in writing Honored Dead, a mo-
tion was presented to the board of the CHS Alumni As-
sociation (CHSAA) to purchase hardcovers for eight 
of her books and give them to close family members 
and friends, the CHS Library, and the Seattle Public 
Library.  CHSAA president, Bernie Moskowitz, led the 
board in unanimously approving this motion. 

It is our hope that these hardcovered books will serve 
as family heirlooms to help remember Pat’s accom-
plishments related to our Fallen Heroes, the CHSAA 
and the CHS Memorial Forest.
       

Mary Lou (Zarkades) & John Barton ‘54

PUBLICATION INFO
We currently print around 

7000 copies 

YOU CAN READ THE
NEWSLETTER ONLINE The problem with stealing 

quotes off the internet is 
that you never know if 
they are genuine. 

   ~ Abraham Lincoln
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CLASS OF 1971 REUNION
Update:  Reunion celebration will no longer be a joint event with the 
Franklin Class of ’71 due to challenges brought on by the pandemic.
To stay informed of any changes and/or interested in joining the 
planning committee:  DATE:   TBD

Send us:  Your Name, former name, mailing address, email & phone # 

 Contact:    Peggy Soong-Yaplee at  pyaplee@gmail.com
 
 Questions to Judy Eng:      judy.eng05@gmail.com

PAT ROSENKRANZ
Author of

HONORED DEAD
passes at age 90

Pat Rosendranz ‘49 — Patricia Leone (Sullivan) 
Rosenkranz, passed away peacefully on April 4, 2021 
in Vancouver, Washington. She lived in Spokane for 
30 years and retired to Ocean Park, Washington in 
1994. She moved to Glenwood Place Senior Living 
Community in Vancouver in 2019. Pat was born in 
Minot, North Dakota, on February 12, 1931. Her family 
moved to Seattle in 1941 to work in the shipyards 
during the height of World War II. Pat graduated 
from Cleveland High School in 1949 and married H. 
Craig Rosenkranz in 1952. Daughters Nancy and Jane 
were born in Seattle, and in 1963 the family moved 
to Spokane. Pat worked at KHQ television and took 
art classes until returning to school for a teaching 
certificate, graduating with Honors from Eastern 
Washington University in 1970. She taught art and 
social studies and coached the girls' volleyball team at 
Medical Lake Middle School. She was an inspirational 
teacher there until she retired to care for Craig after 
he was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease. Pat and 
Craig attended Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church and 
were active in the Lilac Association and South Hill 
Shriners. Pat oversaw construction of a new home at 
the family vacation property in Ocean Park, where she 
lived following Craig's death in 1997. In recent years, 
Pat enjoyed travel, time with family, and community 
activities in Ocean Park and in Kalama with Don 
Armeni, who is also a Cleveland High alum. A lifelong 
interest in history led her to write "Honored Dead", a 
collection of biographies of Cleveland boys who died in 
WWII. She was active in the Methodist Women's Club 

and often joined Don as a volunteer with the Lions Club 
and at other events in Kalama. Pat moved to Glenwood 
Place in Vancouver in 2019, where she enjoyed making 
new friends and participating in new activities. Pat is 
survived by daughters Nancy Biasi (Dennis) of Portland, 
Jane Rettig (Steve) of Spokane; grandchildren Simon 
and Christopher Biasi, Cara Rettig Lommen (Drew), 
Haley Rettig Dang (Maika); five great-grandchildren 
and her loving companion, Don Armeni. She will join 
her mother and brother at Holyrood Cemetery in Seattle. 
A memorial will be held at a later date. Donations can be 
sent to: Cleveland High School Alumni Association for 
CHS Memorial Forest Activities.
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CONNECT WITH CHS PUBLICATIONS:  Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have feeds to CHS and C-Pub:
CHS Website:  www.clevelandhs.seattleschools.org
CHS Facebook:       Cleveland High School 
CHS Instagram:       Search for “Cleveland High School (Seattle)”
CHSAA Website:  www.clevelandalumsea.org     NEW
CHSAA Facebook:    @SeattleCHSAA.            

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
May 14, 2021

Dear Cleveland High School Community,
 
The winds of change are 
blowing at Cleveland High 
School. This is a bittersweet 
moment in my professional 
career. After eight years 
as the proud Principal of 
Cleveland High School, I 
have decided to move on. I 
am going downtown to serve 
as a Principal Coach and 
Mentor for newly appointed 
principals in Seattle Public 
Schools. It has been an honor 
to serve as the proud Principal 
of Cleveland High School, 
and I will never forget the 
support that the Alumni have shown my family and 
me over the years. We have seen Cleveland become 
one of the most desired schools in the region, with 
the highest graduation rates in the area. Many of our 
students are being accepted into and graduating from 
four-year universities. Cleveland’s legacy is stronger 
than ever because we are family at Cleveland High 
School.

Catherine Brown will be serving as the newly appointed 
Principal of Cleveland High School. Catherine has 
been at Cleveland for over 18 years, serving as a 
teacher, an academic intervention specialist, and 
Assistant Principal. Catherine is extremely passionate 

about student equity, academic rigor, and social justice. 
She has a long history at Cleveland, and she will diligently 
work with students, staff, community, and families to take 
Cleveland High School to the next level. 

Mr. Ray Morales, who serves as my other wonderful 
Assistant Principal, will be leaving to become the 
Principal at Chief Sealth High School. Mr. Morales has 
been at Cleveland for five years as an Assistant Principal 
and has brought passion, energy, and expertise to our race 
and equity teams. Ray has also helped re-shape our special 
education department, athletic department, and science 
department. Ray will be sorely missed at Cleveland High 
School, and we wish him well at Chief Sealth High School 
-- except when they are competing against Cleveland.

Finally, Ms. Fely Regan, who serves as the life-blood of 
Cleveland, will retire this year after 36 years of excellent 
service. I have had the pleasure to work with Ms. Regan 
for eight years, and she is by far the best administrative 
secretary in the District. Ms. Regan is not just a colleague; 
she is family. I would not have made it as the Principal 
at Cleveland High School without Ms. Regan. She is 
the heartbeat of Cleveland High School, and everything 
at Cleveland runs smoothly because of Ms. Regan’s 
dedication, institutional knowledge, expertise, and work 
ethic. Ms. Regan holds Cleveland High School together, 
and she is the go-to person for teachers,

Sincerely,

George L Breland, Principal
Cleveland High School

Coach Young met with the Athletic Director (AD) , 
and it was decided to end the season.  The kids already 
lost last year, so it was a very difficult decision.  That 
evening at wrestling practice, the AD mentioned to the 
Eagles wrestling coach what had happened.  Coach 
Dave Rosario suddenly called his wrestlers together, 
and said, “tomorrow’s wrestling practice is cancelled, 
we are going to go play some baseball.”  The Rainier 
Beach game was saved, 6 wrestlers showed up and for 
the first time Coach Young had substitutes!  

The story of the wrestling team coming to the res-
cue was highlighted at the Metro League AD meet-
ings and King 5 sports reached out to talk about the 
story.  Unfortunately, two more injuries, including the 

See CHS SPORTS  (Cont. from page 1)
only catcher sustaining a broken leg, led to the base-
ball team ending their season a couple of weeks short.  
However, the sportsmanship and sense of community 
shown by the wrestling program will live on past just 
one season!  Coach Young plans to offer summer base-
ball for his players and work 
with Baseball Beyond Borders 
as it is the athletic department’s 
goal to increase our baseball 
turnout year after year!  

Go Eagles.
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ADMINISTRATOR SHUFFLE
By Taylor Moe,  Cleveland Journal Staff Reporter

After the seven years George Breland promised 
himself as principal, he has finally made the 

decision to move on, allowing Assistant Principal 
Catherine Brown to take his place. 

“I felt that I could make more of an impact on the 
system by helping other principals become better prin-
cipals," said Breland.

On July 1st, Breland will assume his new role as 
a Seattle Public Schools principal coach. He is eager 
to pass on his knowledge to many principals in their 
first and second years throughout the district. "I will 
be working with what we call 'novice principals,'” said 
Breland. “I will be coaching and mentoring them on 
how to become successful principals.”

Following in Breland’s footsteps, Brown is look-
ing to build off and improve the current reputation of 
Cleveland. Her goal as the rising principal is to express 
the importance of racial equity as well as finding ways 
to represent the community. “A vision that is lifting up 
from our community,” said Brown, “ is that Cleveland 
will also be a school where students know that racial 
equity is our core value and that every aspect of a stu-
dent's identity can live in our school and be reflected 
and affirmed.”

Assistant Principal Ray Garcia-Morales is also leav-
ing and will become the head principal at Chief Sealth. 
With both assistant principals changing positions, two 
spots need to be filled by the next school year. How-
ever, that is not the only challenge that will be faced. 
The admin trio has been working together for many 
years and will have to adjust to their new administra-
tive teams. 

Brown said “Mr. Breland, Mr. Morales, and I have 
been a team, and that has been one of the highlights of 
my career. “The three of us and how we work together 
has been very joyful.”

With these changes, the Cleveland community will 
say their thankful goodbyes to Breland and Morales 
while welcoming Principal Brown. 

“I will miss walking around the halls, telling kids 
to get to class, and having those conversations,” said 
Breland. “Seeing how much you have grown over the 
years is an amazing metamorphosis.”

CATHERINE BROWN
To take charge

Editors Note:  Ms. Brown is to become the new 
principal at CHS and we asked her to write the 
following article.  We created the headline.

June 10, 2021

This article comes from Catherine Brown, assistant 
principal since 2014, and incoming principal for 
the 2021-22 school year.

In a year marked by pro-
found changes across our 
nation and the world, the 
Cleveland High School 
community continues to 
be grateful for our con-
nections to each other, and 
the ways we have found to 
care for each other in hard 
times.  Our values and our 
strong relationships have 
helped us to navigate the 
loss, grief, and uncertain-
ties of the past year.

Changes are also com-
ing to our leadership team 
at Cleveland.  We celebrate and congratulate the pro-
motion of Principal George Breland to a position with 
Seattle Public Schools as a coach of principals—well 
done, Mr. Breland!  We celebrate and congratulate 
Assistant Principal Ray Morales on his selection as 
the new principal of Chief Sealth International High 
School.  We will miss them both tremendously.

As I step into the role of Principal at Cleveland, I 
reflect back on my time in this community.  My daugh-
ter was one year old when I first started working as a 
teacher at Cleveland, in 2004.  She is now a graduat-
ing senior, has had a wonderful experience with aca-
demics, athletics, activities, our music program, and 
the welcoming, affirming the culture of our school.  I 
am proud of her as a parent, and also so proud of our 
school and the way it supports the success of so many 
students.  I think often, too, about our students who are 
not yet experiencing school in this way—who need us 
to keep being creative and committed to meeting their 
needs.  

Looking ahead to the coming school year, I know 
it will require our best energy and ingenuity to sup-
port our students, families, and staff after the hardships 
and losses brought by the pandemic and other crises we 
have faced in the past year and a half.  We’re so glad to 
have a caring community around us in times like these, 
including the Alumni Association.  Thank you, as al-
ways, for your support, and . . . . Go Eagles!

   Catherine Brown
   Incoming Principal
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FEEDBACK
John, Congratulations on a fight well fought! I suggest 
that your article include a section on what this means 
in terms of alumni use and access. it would be nice if 
class get togethers or special celebrations in addition 
to Memorial Day could benefit living Cleveland grads 
in a meaningful way.(e.g. Class of 19— picnic get 
together.) Not sure this is possible but if it is, the word 
needs to be spread.

   Bill Koch ‘58

Bill, we will negotiate for more liberties after covid-19.  

   John

*   *    *    *    *

Thanks, Mr. Barton, it has been my pleasure working 
with you and the alumni.  Cleveland is in good hands 
with Ms. Brown.

   George L Breland, Principal

COMPUTER-AGE EYE STRAIN
By Taylor Moe,  Cleveland Journal Staff Reporter

Spending endless hours staring at screens each day 
has become the way of life for students and staff, 
but exposure to blue light for long durations can 

be harmful to your eyes. Exposure to blue light during 
daytime hours helps maintain a healthful sleep cycle, 
but too much exposure to blue light late at night - 
through cellphones, tablets and computers - can disturb 
the cycle, leading to sleeping problems and daytime 
tiredness.

Attending online school requires students and staff to 
utilize their computers more often each day than nor-
mal. With the current school schedule, 12th grade Hu-
manities teacher Sam Cristol spends the majority of his 
day staring at a screen. 

“Class starts at 9:00, but I’m usually at my computer 
at 8:30,” said Cristol. “Then if I have meetings, a bunch 
of work or grading to do during my prep period, I am on 
my computer all through my prep period.”

Not only do students and staff spend the majority of 
their time looking at computer screens, they also spend 
time outside of school on their phones. Being on a cell-
phone for long periods can have the same effect on your 
eyes as computers do, especially at night. Blue light 
emits from all sorts of screens, but it is most harmful 
when it is dark out.

Pamela Lyons, the health program assistant for 
Cleveland’s School-Based Health Center (SBHC), is 
feeling the strain. 

“I have dry and irritated eyes from sitting and look-
ing at my computer all day,” she said. “Kids sit and they 
are on their cellphones all day, and not giving their eyes 
time to rest; that can affect their sleep.” 

Being exposed to excessive amounts of screen time 
can lead to unhealthy side effects. School nurse HuiL-
ing Yang spends large amounts of time interacting with 
students on many different mediums, most of which are 
conducted through a screen. 

“When we are looking at a computer for so long or 
staring at a TV, the blinking frequency decreases be-
cause we are straining our eyes,” Yang said. “We have 
to continue to have the tears covering and moisturizing 
our eyes.”

One way to protect your eyes is to monitor your blink-
ing. Every time you blink, tears are coating your eyes to 
prevent them from drying out. When your blinking de-
creases as you look at screens, your eyes start to dry up. 

“Tears aren’t just water,” said Yang. “It has some 
kind of fat molecules, some kind of lipid, and that is 
basically like a lotion. It’s to moisturize [the eyes], to 
cover it, and protect it.” 

Another way to decrease eye stress from screens is 

the 20/20/20 method. This process recommends that 
every 20 minutes you have spent looking at a screen, 
you should take a 20 second break and look 20 feet 
away. This gives your eyes a break and it allows them 
to relax for a short period of time. 

“I think it is our responsibility to practice that good 
common sense and seek diverse solutions,” said Yang. 
“It’s also about taking breaks, and when we take that 
break, we look away, we drink some water, we blink 
and every time we blink we are applying that ‘lotion.’”

Yang said there are many ways to maintain eye health 
when it comes to prolonged screen time, but the respon-
sibility falls on students and staff to use them. 

“I would have to encourage some leaders, for exam-
ple, teachers to try to remind students to start practicing 
these things because this is our lifestyle now.” 

“I encourage our leaders (teachers, for example) to 
remind students to practice these eye-protection proce-
dures. This is our lifestyle now.”
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FALLEN EAGLES
The following list represents our recent reports of 

our Fallen Eagles.  Please refer to our website for past 
listings.

1937    Mary Ellen (Orvick) Evans
1937    Mary Satoko (Yamamoto) Nakanishi
1939    Eleanor Berkey
1939    Marguerite (Sullivan) Wagner
1940    Rinaldo Carosino
1941    Patricia (Holland) Cromer
1943    Kelly Benjamin Peavey
1943    Constance (Blackburn) Morgan
1943    Howard William Donaldson
1946    Harold Lee Davies
1946    Gordon Donald Aaland
1947    Eddie Picardo
1947    Edna Amaryllis (Mask) Nokes
1948 & Staff    Howard L. Glazier 
1948    Marion (Desimone) Thesenvitz
1948    Jerry Maris
1948    Shirley Mollner
1949    Vic Ryland
1949    Pat (Sullivan) Rosenkranz
1950    Robert Broberg
1950    Ronald Hummell
1950    RuthAnn (Kantzer) Pilgrim
1951    Richard Case
1951    Jacquelyn (Miller) Case
1951    Walter S. Gookstetter
1952    Edna Marie De Rose
1952    Phyllis (Swanson) Schmidt
1953    Barbara Meyer MacLeaensberry

1954    Julia M. (Consolini) Braun
1954    Ventris Maurice (Sam) Ingram
1954    Leslie K. Ellis
1954    Gary Gookstetter
1954    Eleanor (Fetters) Zeek
1955    Victor J. Bender
1955    Marlene F. (Martin) Taylor
1956    Robert L. Geisert
1956    William J. King
1956    James A. Southcott
1958    DeLaura Mc Henry
1959    Fred Trier
1959    Dr Dorothea “Dottie” Widger Brooks
1960    Ernie Mellum
1960    Richard “Dick” anderson
1961    Sanfred Christensen
1961    Ronald A. Malaspino
1963    Don Barker
1963    Dan M. De Santis
1963    Robert A. Donohoe Jr.
1967    Mathilde (Dyduch) Gentry
1967    M. Lane Hom
1967    Kristie (Knowles) Butler
1982    Arsenio Eleccison
1983    Kip Yee
1995    Zachary Cailing
1950 & Staff    Paul Wallrof
Staff    Richard Lee Dyksterhuis
Staff    Mary C. White
Staff    Edwina Gannis
Staff    Doris Pellegrini

CONNECT WITH CHS PUBLICATIONS:  Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have feeds to CHS and C-Pub:
CHS Website:  www.clevelandhs.seattleschools.org
CHS Facebook:       Cleveland High School 
CHS Instagram:       Search for “Cleveland High School (Seattle)”
CHSAA Website:  www.clevelandalumsea.org     NEW
CHSAA Facebook:    @SeattleCHSAA.            
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Husky Legacy is Latest Local Prospect
By Scott Eklund

Note:  a reprint from Dawgman.com   

It's been a very successful for the Husky coaches as 
far as preferred walk-ons are concerned. They added 
their 11th walk-on to the 2021 recruiting class with 

Cleveland High School linebacker Makana Haynes, 
who has heavy ties to the program.

"My dad (Lenny Haynes) won a Rose Bowl there 
and I grew up a fan of the Huskies," Haynes told Daw-
gman.com shortly after announcing his decision to 
walk-on at Washington. "I had an offer from Montana 
State if I committed right then and Eastern Washington 
was talking to me pretty seriously, I think they were 
pretty close to offering, but in the end, when coach 'KB' 
(Keith Bhonapha) made the offer to me, I knew what I 
wanted to do."

To say his parents were happy with the decision 
would be an understatement and they aren't the only 
ones to feel that way.

"Oh yeah, they're definitely happy, but my dad espe-
cially because I am sorta following in his footsteps," 
Haynes said with a chuckle. "My parents, my coaches, 
all of them. The Husky coaches were excited when I 
called them and told them I was committing. I'm ex-

cited to stay home and play for my hometown school."
One of the things to really like about is his versa-

tility. As a freshman, he played inside linebacker and 
tailback and in 2018, his sophomore season, he played 
tailback and defensive end. In 2019, he mad the move 
to tight end while still playing defensive end and this 
season, he's remained at those two positions and really 
excelled.

As a junior, Haynes finished with 60 tackles and 12 
sacks to go along with 12 catches for 210 yards and two 
touchdowns.

"I was All-Metro as a junior at both spots," Haynes 
noted. "I feel like I've improved a lot. I have good size 
and I am good as a pass-rusher. That's where they see 
me playing when I get there, outside linebacker, and 
that's pretty exciting because I feel like what I do best 
is rush the quarterback."

His trainer, Tracy Ford, who has seen him for the 
past couple of years, feels like he's one of those players 
that has flown under-the-radar with schools...

"Long, rangy and athletic," Ford told Dawgman.com 
when asked for a scouting report. "He's probably one 
of teh biggest 'recruiting misses' in the state for 2021. 
He could easily play at a mid-major (Group of Five) or 
Power Five program. He has the frame (6'4", 225) to 
pack on another 30 (or more) pounds and he can poten-
tially be a starter for (the Huskies)."
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See IN MEMORIAM  (Page 12)

Howard William Donaldson ‘43 — A longtime 
resident of the Skagit 
Valley, passed away on 
Friday, February 12, 2021, 
in Mount Vernon, WA at 
the age of 97.  He was 
born to William and Clara 
(Cranston) Donaldson in 
Seattle, WA on July 25, 
1923.

Following his gradua-
tion from Cleveland High 
School in Seattle in 1943, 
he was deployed in the 
Navy in WWII and was 
honorably discharged in 
1946.  Howard completed 
barber school and later was 
employed in management for Abbott Pharmaceuticals, 
retiring after 40 plus years.

He married Shirley Ann Lindbloom on February 9, 
1956, in Seattle.  They settled in Mount Vernon, reno-
vating their home on College Way.

They were also members of Mount Vernon Presby-
terian Church.  He travelled extensively with his wife 
Shirley, to locations including Europe, the Mediterra-
nean, Panama, Alaska, the Caribbean, and New Eng-
land.  Howard also enjoyed big band music, playing 
golf and watching sports.

He is survived by a son, James L. “Jim” Moen II, and 
his children, James III, April and Miranda; a daughter, 
Denise Ball-Reltan, and her children, Dorene, Valerie 
and Maria; Nephew, Dwight Sasten and his wife Ellen; 
nieces, Nancy, Sandy and Joan; and 13 great grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Shirley Lind-
bloom Moen Donaldson in 2010.  He is also preceded 
by his parents, and sisters, Jean Sasten and Viola Silv-
ertson.

You may share your memories of Howard Donald-
son and sign his online guest register at www.kernfu-
neralhome.com.

Howard L. Glazier ‘48 —   Passed away October 16, 
2019 in Utah.  
 Howard was active in 
sports during his years at 
Cleveland, playing football, 
basketball and running 
track.  He was voted 
Boy’s Club President his 
senior year.  He received 
the prestigious “Youth of 
the Year” trophy in 1948, 
chosen from all Seattle high 
schools.  He graduated from 
Eastern Washington College 
of Education at Cheney, and 
served two years in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean war.  After discharge he went 
on to earn a Masters Degree from the University of 
Washington.  During this time he returned to Cleveland 
as a teacher and coach.  He coached track and was 
assistant to football coach Ed Landan for a few years; 
later teaching at Queen Anne High School.  

I was married to Howard in 1951, and we had four 
children.  We relocated to California in 1968, where 
he continued his teaching career.  After our marriage 
ended he remarried and lived in Bend, Oregon; North-
ern California; and eventually in Utah.  

Submitted by:  Carol (Litch) Griessen

IN MEMORIAM
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IN MEMORIAM  (cont.  from page 11) boats. He served as past president of the NW Trade As-
sociation and he was always a big part of the Seattle Boat 
Show. He loved his career in the boat industry because 
people shopping for pleasure boats are always in a good 
mood. He became friends with many of his customers 
and lifelong friends with many co-workers. When he re-
tired in 1992 he and Marji set off in their motor home to 
travel around the country for several months.

The mainstay of his life was his family. The father of 
three daughters, he always had time after work to play 
football, baseball, and pickleball with them in their cul 
de sac in Fairwood. Family vacations were spent at near-
by lakes, the ocean and local ski areas. He was a loving 
and caring husband to Marji whom he lost in 2009 after 
nearly 60 years of marriage.

Don's final chapter began in 2010 when he started dat-
ing Janet Bissell. They had a blissful 10 year relation-
ship. His daughters and her sons and their families gath-
ered frequently for holidays and family celebrations. 
Trips and adventures were frequent and First Tuesdays 
with their retired educator friends were part of life's 
highlights.

Don is preceded in death by his brother Einar Aaland 
and sister Margaret Aaland Knighton. He is survived by 
his daughters Linda Reid (Tom), Diane Johansen (Jay), 
and Carol Scofield (Joel Kallman), and beloved grand-
son Eric Aaland Scofield, and niece Marion Whitman 
(Duane) and their daughter Karen Whiteman (Tim Do-
natelli) and son Danny (Rene). He will be greatly missed 
by Janet and her family, Bill, Jeff and Jackie Bissell and 
bonus grandsons Thomas and Sean Bissell whom he in-
troduced to golf.

As a proud Norwegian, Karen his niece says, "I'm sure 
he's sailing great seas and skiing in fresh pow pow with 
the ones who went before him."

He will be laid to rest at Tahoma National Cemetery in 
May. A celebration of Don's life will be held as soon as it 
is safe to do so during the pandemic. 

Gordon Donald Aaland ‘46 — July 17, 1927 to 
February 6, 2021.  We will remember a life fully lived, 
filled with laughter and love.

Don was an outstanding 
man, son, father, husband, 
grandfather, uncle, friend 
and partner. He had a gift, 
when you met him he made 
you feel like he had known 
you forever. He captivated 
people with the stories of 
the experiences of his long 
life. He was like a historian 
sharing his wealth of knowl-
edge about the world and 
the greater Seattle area. The twinkle in his blue eyes 
reflected his loving spirit, wit and graciousness.

Gordon D. Aaland was born at Swedish Hospital in 
Seattle to Hildur and Emil Aaland. The Aalands were 
pioneers in the Washington ski scene and Emil and 
his brother patented the first laminated skis. Don grew 
up in Georgetown across the street from the playfield 
where he spent countless hours with neighborhood 
friends playing and perfecting his baseball skills. From 
an early age he worked after school in the family's ski 
shop in the family home.

When the US entered World War II the playfield be-
came an army camp and the family befriended many of 
the soldiers stationed there. Some of the soldiers spent 
time with the neighborhood kids playing ball, so they 
lost their playfield, but gained some coaching and good 
role models.

Don attended Cleveland High School where he was 
active in student government and was a standout hitter 
and third baseman on the baseball team. He was also 
an All City Third Baseman. It was here he met Marji, 
his future wife.

Drafted into the army shortly after graduation from 
high school in 1946, he was sent to Japan during the oc-
cupation. He was proud to have climbed Mt. Fuji with 
some fellow soldiers. After serving eighteen months he 
returned to Seattle. He and Marjorie married in May 
1950. He was recalled to active duty during the Ko-
rean War and returned to Japan for two years where he 
was a quartermaster outfitting soldiers on their way to 
Korea. He always spoke positively of his time in Japan 
and had a high regard for the many Japanese people he 
knew there.

Upon his return he worked for Pacific Marine Com-
pany selling Pacific Mariner boats. They were instru-
mental in creating the fabulous water skiing attraction 
at the 1962 Seattle Worlds Fair. From their location at 
Pier 70 he could see the Space Needle being construct-
ed. Later, he went to work as manager for Jacobsen's 
Boats and Motors in Ballard where he sold pleasure 
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Bob Geisert ‘56 — I have been advised by Bob’s 
wife  ( T.J. Geisert ) that he passed away after a long 
illness at St. Michael 
Hospital in Silverdale, WA. 
Unfortunately, I did not get 
the specific date of death, 
but I believe it’s the week 
of May 10 -14, 2021.  
  If I remember correctly, 
Bob was in the Navy 
Reserve program during 
HS and entered the Navy 
after graduation in 1956. 
He served for 3 years and 
then entered WSU where he 
earned a degree (I believe) in Mechanical Engineering. 
He went to work for PACCAR and I believe he spent 
his entire career there.  
They lived in the Woodinville area for many years, 
then Olympia for a while after retirement, and then 
Grapeview. T.J.’s current residence is:  641 E Stretch 
Island Road South; PO Box 653 Grapeview, WA 98546  
(360) 275-1011. 

At this point, I don’t know if there is an obituary 
publication or any service. 

Submitted by:  Jack VanLeuven CHS ’56,  
  (jackpvan@comcast.net) 

Walter  Gookstetter ‘51 — July 3, 1932  -  March 
15, 2021.  Walt was born in Spokane, Washington 
to William and Mildred 
Gonder Gookstetter .  He 
started school in the county 
outskirts of Spokane and 
walked/hiked to school.  The 
family moved to Seattle in 
1941.  Walt graduated from 
Cleveland High School in 
1951.  He started work at 
Safeway warehouse.  He 
then joined the Navy Air 
Force and after his tour he 
spent 10 years in the navy 
reserve traveling to many 
countries during the two 
week training each year.  

Walt married Delores Wood on September 8, 1962.  
They were married 58 years.  He retired from Safeway 
Warehouse in 1994 after 41 years.  He loved spend-
ing vacations at his grandparents ranch near Newport, 
Washington.  He enjoyed chopping wood with his 
grandfather and each year cut 5 cords of wood for heat-
ing his home.  

Walt was active at his church as a trustee and head 
usher.  He spent many years in the upkeep of the church 
property, trimming holly bushes for family and friends 
for the Christmas holiday.  

Walter is survived by his wife Delores, son Duane 
(Kelly), daughter Cynthia, grandchildren, Teaya, Han-
nah (Brenden), Luke and Trent, also his brothers Dar-
rell, and Gary, and sister Della McCleary and many 
devoted nieces and nephews.

See IN MEMORIAM on page 15
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A close up of Mount Rainier for CHS alumni 
who foolishly moved away from the area

It’s hard to beat a sunny day in the
Pacific Northwest
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Doris Pellegrini  —   Doris Pellegrini passed away on 
March 19, 2021 at the age of 94.  She was a resident at 
Aegis in Bellevue.  Doris was raised in Tacoma with 
her twin sister, Dorothy, and her brother, Ernie.  She is 
survived by her two children, David Pellegrini and June 
Bullert, as well as three grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.  Doris was married to her deceased 
husband, Paul, for 54 years.  Residing in the Seattle area 
her entire life, she was a devout Catholic who presided 
as President of the Providence Marianwood Senior 
Living Board of Directors and was the first recipient 
of their annual Spirit Award.  Doris worked with youth 
as a teaching assistant at Mercer Island High School 
and Cleveland High School.  At Cleveland, students 
selected her as Teacher of the Year.  Doris loved God, 
her family, and her friends.  She brought joy to all of 
the lives that she touched.  Her catholic death reflected 
her catholic life, and we are better because of Doris. 
She will be greatly missed.

Robert DONOHUE Jr. ‘63 —  Bob began his life on 
August 17, 1945, in McAllen Texas.  At the age of 1, he 
moved with his parents, Robert and Belinda, to Seattle 
Washington.  Bob spent the entirety of his youth in the 
Puget Sound region, graduating from Cleveland High 
School.  He continued his education at the UW and 
eventually earned his Masters degree at SPU.  Bob was 
a devoted husband to his wife Sandy, for over 53 years.  
He passed on April 23, 2021.
   Together they settled in Renton to raise their three 
daughters.  Bob instilled a lifelong love of soccer in all 
of them.  He led by example-playing on various teams 
himself and coaching girls soccer for many years.  
Bob was an ardent Seattle Sounders fan and enjoyed 
attending home games at Clink.
    From an early age, Bob took a liking to science 
fiction and technology, which resulted in his pursuit of 
a technical career in the computer industry.  He spent 
30 years working as a software engineer for US West.  
Always one to be ahead of the times in the PC world-
he was a techie and trekkie long before those terms 
existed!
   Bob also had a passion for music and loved to play 
his guitar.  He continued playing throughout his life, 
participating in jam sessions and playing and singing 
with his family during get-togethers and celebrations.
   Bob’s devotion and love for his family was the center 
of his life.  His kind, compassionate and creative spirit 
was felt by all who knew him.  A true gem who will be 
sincerely missed.
   Bob is survived by his wife, Sandy; three daughters  
Lisa Stewart (Scott), Deb Donohoe (Kyle Hermansen), 
Stephanie Chaimers (John); and four granddaughters.

MEMORIAL  (continued from page 13)

CHS
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2020-2021 EAGLE 100 
CONTRIBUTIONS

DIAMOND EAGLE ($5,000-$9,999)
1952  Ileana Oliver Wood (In memory of) by Ross 
______Wood (Honorary Alumnus)
1954    Ventris Ingram (In memory of) by Anita Ingram 
______ (Friends of CHSAA)
Past Diamond Contributors
1952   Ileana (Oliver) Wood

PLATINUM  ($1000-$4999)
1944   Lillian Clark Maloney (In memory of) by Randy 
_____ Brown (1967)
1949   Patricia (Sullivan) Rosenkranz (In memory of) 
______by Nancy Rosenkranz Biasi & Patricia Van 
______Houte (Friends of CHSAA)
1954  Hettie (Gabriel) Kinner (In memory of) by 
______Lloyd Kinner (Friends of CHSAA)
1980   Steven T. Mikami
Past PLATINUM  Contributors
1944   Stanley G. Ridings
1948   Suzanne (Desimone) Hittman
1954   Neva Sexton
1957   Kenneth Smith
1957   Merlina (Carmignani) Tate
1958   Clarence Seeliger
1958   Victor Munsen
1963   Vincent Alit
1964   Diane Kero
1966   Wilbert Look
1967   Greg Di Martino
1967   MaryAnne Reichle
1980   Nicole R. Washington
1980   Steven T. Mikami
Anonymous
Staff   Andres Tanglain

GOLDEN ($500-$999)
1957   Merlina (Carmignani) Tate
1961   Kalman Brauner
1964   Allen Sing
1967   MaryAnne Reichle
1967   Ross & Marcia (Nakashima) Rogers

SILVER ($200-$499)
1944   Stanley Ridings
1945   Edward Boprey
1954   John R. & Mary Lou (Zarkades) Barton
1958   Susan (Araki) Yamamura
1960   Patti (Williams) Estrada
1962   Allen Storaasli
1964   Gerald Robinson
1964   Laura M. (Rice) Jackson
1965   Donna Yip Lew
1965   Michael Rutter
1967   Randy & Mary Roppo Brown

1975   Trena  (Burns) Walker 
1947 & 1949   L Dale & Jeanette George Erickson
Neighbors of the CHS Memorial Forest

BRONZE ($100-$199)
1940   Emil Martincevic Martin   
1943   Don Duncan
1947   Pat J. (Zabel) Towle
1950  Ronald Hummell (In memory of) by Glennis 
______Hummel (Friends of CHSAA)
1952   LaDonna Lundberg Pollard
1952   Lola (Ross) Simmons
1955   Richard G. Vandemore
1956   Jack VanLeuven
1956   Nancy (Soderstrom) Ross
1957   Jack & Kit Carlton
1957   Judith McDonnell Keithley
1959   Darrel Ankeny
1959   Don H. Lindberg   
1961   (Ira) Wes Reynolds
1961   Julia (Brenner) Morris
1961   Terrance Chinn
1962   Barbara (Nick) Douglass
1962   Beverly Del Valle James
1963   Kerry A Knowles
1963   Ronald Reddig
1965   Clyde Gene Fulmer
1966   Amy Okazaki Maki
1966   Bonnie (Stafford) Braga
1967   David & Lynne Nelson
1967   Harry Huey
1967  Janyce (Ko) Fisher (In memory of) by Cora 
______(Mizaki) Brunette (1967)
1968   Edward Woo (In memory of) by LaiPing Kimura 
______(1967)
1970   Andy traverso
1970   Barbara Brown
1979   Kenneth Lee

Other Contributors 
1941   Lavonne (Cook) Raven
1945   Carolyn (Elfen) Brewer
1948   Elsie Vanni Jorgensen
1950   Robert Perovich
1951   Raylene Briscoe Gibson
1953   (Mary) Sue (Mc Caffree) Schloredt
1954   Phillip Gesner
1955   Sandra Wong (In memory of)
1956   Charlene Eng Ko
1959   Ronald Van Norman
1960   James F. Mc Donnell
1960   Marjeane (Webber) Finger
1963   Townley Lewis Anderson
1964   Carmen Joy Ferguson
1964   Sally (Sullivan) Padilla
1967   Linda (Anderson) Jzyk
1969   David Preisinger
1982   Jay Shoji
1984   Paula (Sandhop) Eilenberger
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XBOT Robotics accepting applications to join summer and fall workshops. Students from FHS/CHS/GHS/
RBHS,  9-12 grade may apply for the XBOT Robotics summer/fall workshops. Cleveland High School students 
are/have been members of the FHS team XBOT. XBOT Robotics 2021 summer 
workshops are tentatively scheduled starting in mid July 2021 for six (6) weeks. 
Fall training tentatively scheduled to start 3rd week of Sept 2021.  Location to be 
published in July. Grades 9-12. 

Tentatively scheduled workshops:  
1. JAVA programming
2. OnShape Computer-Aided Design 
3. Electrical
4. Mechanical training

Interested students, please contact Donna Yip Lew – dylew@xbotrobotics.org. 
No prior experience is required. Desire to learn & attend scheduled workshop days.

  

Welcome Donna Yip Lew --  CHS Class ’65  
... to the CHS alumni Board and becoming the news-

letter editor. John Barton is working with Donna to 
transition the newsletter editor responsibilities. Donna 
has in the past been the newsletter editor for Frank-
lin HS PTSA. Her youngest son and husband are FHS 
alumni. 

A lifelong resident of Beacon Hill,  married and  two 
boys. Both boys have careers in the technology sec-
tor. My oldest son and his wife live in Prague, Czech 
Republic. Our granddaughter is two and ½ years old,  
speaks both Czech and English. Due to COVID19, 
Grandma (that be me) and Grandpa are on TV every 
Sunday! Looking forward to when travel to Europe 
will be allowed, but for now ... a video conference call 
is our weekly connection. Brother Cordell Yip ‘62 (de-
ceased – Redmond, WA) and sister Robin Yip Yim ‘72 
(Bothell, WA) are CHS alumni.

My career was in the technology sector with compa-
nies such as Honeywell Information Systems, Hewlett 
Packard, Mosaix/Avaya, and a few Internet startups. 
My husband and I owned and operated a downhill ski 
school at Ski Acres, WA.   

I am a RINO (retired in name only). I founded and 
am the Executive Director of XBOT Robotics, a non-
profit bringing STEM opportunities to the students of 
SE Seattle. XBOT Robotics is the sustaining organi-
zation for team XBOT, a competition robotics team. 
The home school for the robotics team is Franklin HS. 
My youngest son is a FHS alumnus. In 2003 he asked 
me to be the FHS club advisor and I took the reins 
for the robotics team/program. XBOT Robotics sus-
tains the robotic teams, provides training and summer 
workshops [Computer Aided Design, programming 
[JAVA], mechanical/electrical training, and robot as-
sembly].  Team XBOT offers opportunities in team-
work, marketing, design/build, and programming of 
125 lb competition robots. Team XBOT  is a nationally 
recognized robotics team that has competed at the lo-
cal, state, and world levels. The robot competitions are 

hosted by FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology). 

The team XBOT students work side by side with vol-
unteer business/engineering professionals. Team XBOT 
has mentored the CHS robotics team providing guid-
ance with robot chassis design/build, scoring mecha-
nism design/build, and programming (JAVA) training. 
Currently, the CHS robotics team is inactive with sev-
eral CHS students joining FHS team XBOT. 

Hobbies: Playing the piano, 1000 piece jigsaw puz-
zles, Executive Director – XBOT Robotics, FHS Lead 
Robotics Mentor/Coach.

Dream: Establish a robotics workspace bringing 
STEM to the students of SE Seattle – grades 4-12 robot-
ics teams/training. 

I look forward to working with John, learning all the 
ins and outs of publishing the CHS Alumni newsletter. 
Feel free to contact me via email dylew@hotmail.com 
or friend me on Facebook. 
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MY LAST PUBLICATION
By John Barton ‘54

I’ve published The Alumni Newsletter for over 11 
years, and this is my last one.  It’s been a lot of 
work, a challenge to put out something that people 

will hopefully read, and it has even provided feelings 
of satisfaction at times.  There have been many times 
when I was approaching the publication deadline when 
I didn’t have a story for page one.  Almost always I 
could turn to the CHS athletic director for a photo and a 
story.  Once I had the front-page story, the rest seemed 
to be a downhill coast.

Retired engineers are not the obvious candidate for 
a publication job.  First off, engineers are not known 
for their great writing skills.  Yes, they excel at math 
and science but writing is often a challenge.  They get 
their first job out of college and they have to write test 
plans, test reports, weekly status reports, and document 
analyses.  As they progress in their careers, they may 
get into writing technical papers, and with more experi-
ence, engineers get involved in proposal writing to win 
contracts.  Many large companies have editors just to 
assist engineers with their writing.  It often takes years 
but eventually, they can write reasonably well.

On top of having limited writing skills, I am one of 
the world’s worst spellers.  I peaked in the 4th grade 
and have gone downhill ever since.  I am a phonetic 
speller.  I frequently make mistakes like writing “no” in 
place of “know,” and there was a time when I even got 
hung up on spelling the word “of.”  I thought “uv” just 
didn’t look right.  Can you imagine, a college graduate 
hung up on spelling  “of.”  And then there was the time I 
asked Mary Lou . . . “How do you spell . . . DUH?”  She 
even gave me a T-shirt with this question on the front.

Where would we be without our editors ???  Most no-

table is Ken Smith ’57, living at Sea Ranch in Northern 
California.  His primary function is to edit my writing 
and the writings of the CHS staff – we want everyone 
to look good.  And, of course, Mary Lou (Zarkades ’54) 
Barton edits everything I write.  [We almost never edit 
the articles written by CHS students because we want to 
display the results of their education.]  

I love discussing (not arguing) politics and in 11+ 
years we have not published anything political.  The 
CHS Alumni Association receives donations from peo-
ple across the political spectrum and we simply can-
not afford to discourage anyone from donating to our 
organization.  The closest we came was an article by 
Governor Bevin of Kentucky on school shootings – and 
I still don’t know if he is a Republican or Democrat.  I 
added a comment at the end of the article stating that . 
. . 98% of the mass shootings since 1950 have been in 
GUN-FREE ZONES.  It still makes no sense to me to 
have our schools labeled as gun-free.  Potential shoot-
ers see that as an advantage.

The primary reason I have published the Alumni 
Newsletter is because of my interest in the CHS Memo-
rial Forest.  I wanted to make certain that it received 
proper coverage in the newsletter.  Now that the school 
district has agreed to sell the development rights of the 
forest, I can back off a bit.  I intend to stay on the board 
of the CHS Alumni Association and to write as neces-
sary to promote the forest and other activities that inter-
est me.

Remember, we are the only high school in the uni-
verse that has a memorial forest dedicated to alumni 
who lost their lives while serving in the United States 
armed forces during war.

My major regret is that I will no longer be able to 
use the excuse of publishing the newsletter to get out of 
working Mary Lou’s to-do list.

~   TRUE FACT  ~
The word “gullible” does not 
appear in the English dictionary.

Check it out

UNANSWERED 
QUESTION

After a fly is dead, should 
we call it a flew ???
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SAVING 
THE CHS MEMORIAL FOREST

- By John Barton ‘54

On March 10, 2021, the Seattle School Board 
voted unanimously to sell the development 
rights of the Cleveland High School Memorial 

Forest to the King County Parks Department (KCPD).  
We have been working to 
make this happen since we first 
proposed it at our Friends of the 
Forest meeting in September of 
2018.

We have been pushing this as a 
WIN-WIN-WIN agreement:

* KCPD wins because an ease-
ment is placed on the property so 
it can never be developed, and 
the property is added to their for-
est conservation program.

*   Seattle Public Schools (SPS) win because they re-
tain ownership of the property and collect $3.47 million 
for selling the development rights to KCPD.

*    The CHS alumni win because they can 
rest assured that the property will be protected 
from development for generations to come.

The details of the agreement were worked 
out by lawyers representing SPS and KCPD.  
I emailed each SPS school board member 
highlight the benefits of the WIN-WIN-WIN 
agreement, and I included a summary of the 
letters of support we received from military 
and patriotic organizations in King County, 
Washington State, and the nation.  And I in-
cluded details on the membership of these or-
ganizations in King County.

Although we were friendly with both par-
ties of the agreement, Noel Treat, represent-
ing SPS, kept us in the loop.  He asked us, the 
CHS Alumni Association (CHSAA), to draft 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
school district and CHSAA defining our working rela-
tionship.  Our MOU was accepted by SPS with only 
minor changes.  The key things we pushed for are:

*   CHSAA is allowed to provide a permanent sign at 
the entrance naming the property as the Cleveland High 
School Memorial Forest  [not the Cleveland Memorial 
Forest, the name used by SPS].

*  SPS will provide $150,000 for a new lyceum (an 
open-sided shelter) measuring 50x25 feet.

*   CHS will retain keys for the forest gate but visits 
must be coordinated with SPS.

*   SPS will fund a feasibility study to determine if 
it is practical to manage the Forest by periodically per-

forming selective harvesting and replanting.
There was a spirited discussion of this agreement by 

the members of the Seattle School Board before their 
rock-solid vote of approval, and the phrase that we 
heard over and over was . . . this is a WIN-WIN-WIN 
agreement.

Of course, no agreement is complete until all the docu-
ments are signed, monies transferred, etc.  It is expected 
to take two years to complete this agreement.

The exudation of water from 
leaves as a result of root pressure.  
This is called transverse osmotic 
pressure.
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XBOT ROBOTICS
A non-profit organization founded by Donna Yip Lew -- CHS Class of 1965

XBOT student are paired to build a Lego Mindstorm 
SUMO robot. Special Olympics competition is in No-
vember at the Pacific Science Center. 
 XBOT Robotics accepting applications to join 
2021 summer and fall workshops. Students from FHS/
CHS/GHS/RBHS,  9-12 grade may apply for the XBOT 
Robotics summer/fall workshops. Cleveland High 
School students are/have been members of the FHS 
team XBOT. XBOT Robotics 2021 summer workshops 
tentatively scheduled starting in August for six weeks. 
Fall training is tentatively scheduled to start 3rd 
week of Sept 2021.  Location to be published in July: 

1. JAVA programming
2. OnShape Computer-Aided Design 
3. Electrical
4. Mechanical training

XBOT Robotics was founded by Donna Yip Lew 
following her taking the reins of Franklin HS 
competiution robotics  team -- XBOT #488. 

Her son, Ryan (FHS sophomore 2003) asked Donna 
to become the team advisor – the team was going to 
disband. FHS did not have staff available to lead this 
team. Team XBOT designs, builds, and programs 125 
lb. robots for the annual competition. Team XBOT 
#488  has competed at the local, state, and world 
championship levels. XBOT Robotics is the sponsoring 
organization for the FHS robotics team.

XBOT Robotics has grown to a year-round program. 
Students work sid- by-side with volunteer businesses and 
engineering professionals. . XBOT ROBOTICS  is ded-
icated to providing educational opportunities in STEM 
fields. XBOT Robotics program offerings include: 

• Enhancing students’ problem-solving skills through 
a hands-on learning approach.

• Training and experience designing, building, and 
programming competition robots. 

• Summer workshops: power tool certification (hand 
tools, band saw, chop saw), JAVA programming, 
electrical training, Computer-Aided Design 
(OnShape, SolidWorks), robot parts manufacturing 
and assembly, 3D printing, and laser cutter training. 

• Fall FIRST Technical Challenge – students design, 
build, and program a 42 lb. robot using paired 
Android phones for the robot brain and operator 
control.

• Winter FIRST Robotics Competition season – 
students design, build and program 125 lb. robot 
for the annual game. Game rules are released on the 
1st Saturday in January, competition robot must be 
operational the 1st week of March.

• CAD drawing of team XBOT #488 robot that 
collected and catapulted a medicine ball into a 10’ 
goal, Finished robot that competed at the World 
Championship event. 

Fall special Olympics Unified Robotics. The ath-
lete, a special needs student, and the partner: a team 

INTERESTED STUDENTS
should contact 

Donna Yip Lew at: 
 dylew@xbotrobotics.org

www.xbotrobotics.org

125 lb. robot that collected and catapulted a 
medicine ball into a goal 10 feet high. Twin 
arms that allowed medicine ball collection 
from either side of the Robot. CAD drawing.  
 
Pagasus won the Shoreline District Event, qualified 
as the top 60/197 teams at the WA State event that 
competed at the World Championship in Houston, 
Texas. 

Team XBOT #488  
FIRST Robotics Competition robot  

“Pegasus” 

Grades 9-12   No prior experience is required. Just a 
desire to learn and attend scheduled workshop days.
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Bruce Dodson says 
HELLO  from Sweden !

Bruce Dodson, CHS (2000-2012) retired Applied 
Math, Computers, and Drafting CHS teacher amd 
Techcnology Student Association (TSA) coach lives in 
Borlange, a small town by the Dalarna River. He has 

been a permanent resident for the last eight years.  Bruce 
began writing in the early seventies but spends much 
more time at it since retirement. His poetry, fiction, and 
non-fiction have been published internationally. Bruce 
has two books, Lost in Seattle, an e-book, and Dearie 
– A Narrative Memoir, paperback. Both are available 
at Amazon, Barnes & Nobel, and other places. Bruce 
has been creating collages for the last two years and is 
published in literary journals.

“We Are The People On The Bus,” posted on Janu-
ary 9, 2021 by Bruce Louis Dodson

  “I have never taken a bus in my life—they’re gross.”  
Writes a wealthy American business woman (IT)

We Are The People
On the bus
The vast majority of us
Stand next to others we don’t know
Strange faces . . . colors, smells, beliefs
The other people
Crowded on a pre-dawn morning
On our way to work
Then home again—and maybe later
Two days off
Or not.
We’ve known dismal, late night rides . . . almost 
alone
Or waiting for the next one coming by
We do this almost second thought
Simple necessity of life and
Lack of money, chauffeurs, maids
We are the maids, chauffeurs
Blue and white collars
Making world go round
Clean up the mess—pay taxes
Fight the wars
For those
Who never stood beside us.

Published: Poetry Pacific 2019

 A SURPRISE LETTER
From neighbors of the forest

Editor’s Note:  As I was going through the final tasks 
of finishing the June issue of the Alumni Newsletter 
when I received the following letter in the mail along 
with a multi-hundred dollar check from Xiaorong Wu, 
et.al.  

Dear Mr. Barton:             June 5, 2021

We are writing to express our sincerest gratitude and 
respect for all your efforts to save the Cleveland High 
School Memorial Forest.  We are a group of friends who 
recently moved to a property that abuts the Memorial 
Forest, and we are the lucky stewards of a small sction 
of Canyon Creek just upstream of the Memorial Forest.  
Because we moved recently at the end of 2020, we had 
no idea that you and the CHS Alumni Association were 
moving mountains to try to preserve the identity, history, 
and natural beauty of the Memorial Forest.

Just this afternoon, we heard from a 
neighbor that the Memorial Forest 
might be sold and immediately took 
to the internet to find out more.  It 
sounds like your efforts have been 
successful, and the Memorial Forest 
will be preserved through the sale of the 
development rights to the King County 
Parks Department.  If this is so, we are 
so relieved and grateful for all you have 
done.

Although we are not alums of CHS 
(nobody’s perfect!), we moved to the 
area in part because of the Memorial 
Woods and its environs.  It is a special 
place, full of peace and beauty, and it 
touched us greatly to read the monument 
and the history of the Cleveland students 
who gave their lives to protect our 
freedoms and rights, as well as their 
peers who ensured that their sacrifices 
would find a place of perpetual rest and 
acknowledgment.

We hope that you and the alumni association can use the 
enclosed to further your efforts to protect and enhance 
the Memorial Forest, as a small token of our appreciation 
for your untiring work.  Please let us know if there is 
anything else we can do to support you in protecting the 
Memorial Forest in the future.

Your friends,

Xiaorong Wu & neighbors of the forest

Editor’s Note:  Sorry, but we couldn’t read the names 
of some people who signed the letter.  A total of eight 
people did sign.  We added the tree as an eye-catcher to 
relate their letter to the CHS Memorial Forest.
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THE CHALLENGE
   As you are planning your class reunion, the 
CHS class of 1970 would like to challenge 
you to raise funds to support Cleveland.  If 
your class or business can donate a minimum 
of $2000 directly to the school administration 
for their use, your class or business will get 
a name plate on the Soaring Eagles plaque 
(shown on left).  If you would like your gift to 
be tax-deductible, you can make an individual 
donation to the school on behalf of your class for 
that calendar year.  In addition, some employers 
may match your contribution.  Check with your 
employer and accounting specialist regarding 
any matching and tax regulations. Donations 
can be presented to the Fiscal Officer at CHS.  
Please coordinate any donations with your class 
reunion committee.
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CHS Alumni Association Donation Form

We suggest that your donation include $15 to help defray our mailing expenses and publication costs.
Please make your check payable to: CHSAA or Cleveland High School Alumni Association.
Donations should be mailed to: PO Box 94004, Seattle, WA 98124-9404.

I would like to support the work of the Alumni Association with a donation as indicated below:

Mailing expenses – ($15 suggested)         $__________

Alumni Association general fund      $__________

CHS Athletics                                              $__________

Memorial Forest activities                               $__________

Annual Scholarships                                   $__________

Ed Landon Scholarships    $__________

Music Department     $__________ 

Other  =____________________________ $__________

      My Total Donation is    $__________

Alumni Donations totaling:  Eagle 100 Club Designation:
$100 - $199                        Bronze Eagle
$200 - $499                        Silver Eagle
$500 - $999                        Golden Eagle
$1,000 - $4,999                  Platinum Eagle
$5,000 - $9,999                  Diamond Eagle
$10,000 plus                       Special Honors

Note: You may choose to make multiple donations over the course of a calendar year.  Your name
will be added to the Eagle 100 Club list if your cumulative total equals or exceeds $100.

Contributor Information:          _____ Check here if you made a change in contact information.

Member #1 _________________________________________________________ Class ______
   Enter First (Maiden) and Last Name

Member #2 _________________________________________________________ Class ______
   Enter First (Maiden) and Last Name

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________ State _______ Zip Code ________________

Telephone Number _________________________________

My E-mail address is: ___________________________________________________

CHSAA Contact Information:
Alumni Website:  Check out the latest activities: http://www.clevelandalumsea.org
Alumni Passages:  Please send death notices and obituaries to our Post Office Box listed below.
    Attention - Membership Coordinator [or phone 425-830-3990 or email: chsaaboard@gmail.com]
Reunion Planning: Email  chsaaboard@gmail.com or phone:  425-830-3990
Board Members:  Call them directly by phone or email —  See page 2 information

Cleveland High School Alumni Association, PO Box 94004, Seattle, WA 98124-9404

YOUR DONATIONS 

ARE TAX 

DEDUCTIBLE

CHSAA is classified as a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization so your 
donations are deductible on your 
federal income tax.

 YOU CAN DONATE 

ON LINE.

IT’S PREFERRED !!!

READ
THIS
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Cleveland High School
Alumni Association
P.O.  Box 94004
Seattle, WA 98124-9404
Email: chsaaboard@gmail.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Mission Statement:  A non-profit organization of Washington State and the United States 501(c)(3), this Association 
was founded for the exclusive purposes of: (1) preserving the Cleveland High School Memorial Forest in perpetuity 
to honor former Cleveland students who gave their lives in service to the United States of America, (2) supporting 
educational studies in forestry, ecology, botany and environmental studies of the forest, and (3) supporting and 
assisting the students and staff of Seattle’s Cleveland High School in their educational activities.  Any individual 
who attended Grover Cleveland Junior or Senior High School is a member of the Cleveland High School Alumni As-
sociation.

Please help us keep the database current by sending a post office change of address form or by contacting the mem-
bership secretary when you move.  To protect your privacy membership list is not distributed to anyone except for 
activities associated with the Alumni Association.

Volunteer Opportunities:
I would like to help build a strong alumni association.  I am interested in the following:

_____ I can serve on the Board
_____ I can serve on a committee:  Alumni Relations, Scholarships, Golf Scramble, Finance & Budget, 
     Memorial, Fundraiser,  Forest, Audit, Bylaws Review, and/or Nominations/Election
_____ I would like to help out with an event, activity, or a specific project
_____ I would like to help publish the newsletter
_____ I would like to help in some other way

Check out our Alumni website for the latest information on what is happening with the Alumni Association:    
     http://www.clevelandalumsea.org

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Alumni Passages: Please send death notices and obituaries to our Post Office Box:  Attention - Membership Coordinator 
                            OPTIONS:  Phone 425-830-3990 or email: chsaaboard@gmail.com

GO  EAGLES !!!


