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A student grabbing paper towels from a Cleveland staff member during Cleveland High School’s first mutual aid event

The Cleveland Spirit in
the Time of COVID
C
By Trisa R. Ibarra (CHS staff)

leveland is not unlike many
helps fund the “basic needs.” But this only
schools in the south end. As of
goes so far to support our 900+ students
last year, 54.1% of the students
and their families. We’ve partnered
had either a free or reduced lunch rate.
with local agencies, businesses, and
During my five years here at Cleveland,
organizations, including the CHS Alumni
I’ve watched our McKinney-Vento
Association, which have come together
population grow. To those who
to help our students succeed.
don’t know, McKinney-Vento
is an act to protect homeless
Last year, we saw the
youth’s ability to attend school.
Coronavirus hit our families
Our numbers have slowly
hard. We heard of families
STUDENTS &
increased as well as their
unable to get food, pay rent,
THEIR FAMILIES
family needs. As we all know,
pay bills, or get their essential
HELPED
families who are “surviving” are
needs met. Those students were
not necessarily “thriving.” We’ve
unable to focus on school because
seen an increase in families coming to
they were prioritizing life. From these
Cleveland asking for help with household
concerns arose an amazing project in
needs. We’ve been lucky enough to be
partnership with one of our 10th-grade
supported by a fund with Alliance For
humanities teachers, Tymmony Keegan.
Shoes, household items, and food donated
Education for the past few years, which
SPIRIT, Page 3 by the Cleveland community ready for families to access.
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Fely Regan retires after 35 years at CHS

Whenever the Alumni Association needed
assistance from Cleveland’s main office,
Fely Regan was always there with a smile
and a helping hand.
When she retired last June, she addressed
all her working companions, and Fely
deserves our recognition for all the help she
provided. Here is what she had to say:

I feel blessed to have worked at CHS for
35 years, a huge accomplishment for me.
Cleveland has been a second family. It has
been a safe and great place to work. Our
school has an environment conducive to
learning for everyone.
I have enjoyed working with an amazing
group of people – the administrative team,
teachers, office staff, students, and parentsand will take a wealth of knowledge,
experiences, and great memories with me.
They made me a better person, and I am
proud of my accomplishments at Cleveland.

As I move on, I look forward to having
more time with my family. I’ll be busy taking
care of our two beautiful grandchildren (7
and 3 years old), and working on several
garden projects, my best therapy. I want
to continue to learn to play the piano, but
number one on my list is traveling with my
husband.
Thank you all for your support and
friendship. Also, a special thank you to our
amazing administrative team for their strong
support. You are each an inspiration.
I wish everyone good luck and good health.
You all have a special place in my heart.
There is really no place like Cleveland.
I will miss all of you.
Love, Fely

Fely Regan
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Cleveland Community and Alumni,
This year has been full of excitement as
well as challenges as we’ve made the
transition back to in-person learning after
being remote since March 2020. It has
been wonderful to have students and staff
back in the building, enjoying all the things
that make high school wonderful- friends,
hands-on learning, and memory building.
We would like to give you a few highlights
of what the transition back to in-person
learning has looked like here at Cleveland.
In September, we welcomed back our 900+
students for the first time since March 2020.
The 9th and 10th graders had never set
foot on campus before and it was with great
excitement that they started the school year
together again! We also started the year
with a new admin team, with Catherine
Brown moving into the role of Principal
after teaching and serving as an assistant
principal at Cleveland for many years.
Trent Pollard and Megan Claus began
as assistant principals. Both Trent and
Megan previously served in other roles at
Cleveland.
Throughout September & October we
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Her students built a mutual aid fund to
support Cleveland families. We were able
to help hundreds of families get basic
necessities. We received donations from
families, local businesses, our community,
etc. We were able to provide household
essentials, clothing, gift cards, cleaning
supplies, food, etc.
Even more amazing was this expanded
outside of just the Cleveland community.
Cleveland parents told other families, and
we supported anyone who showed up.
This is a true testament to the Cleveland
spirit.
Despite all this, we still saw our senior
class push through and succeed. Some
families were unable to pay for caps and
gowns to watch their students graduate.
This is where the Alumni Association came
into play. Twenty-six seniors were able to
get their caps and gowns covered. Another
seven students were able to get yearbooks.
The CHSAA donations changed lives and
allowed students to walk across the stage to
get their well-earned diplomas.
This year, we are still seeing the demands
of COVID impact our families. Despite this,
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also enjoyed the return of sports. While
students were not able to host a traditional
Homecoming Dance, they planned and
executed a full week of events at school
including spirit days and celebration of the
football team. Unfortunately, the team fell
to the Seahawks of Chief Sealth in a hard
fought battle.
November brought a fantastic round of
student led conferences where students
were able to share their work and progress
with their families. All students met with their
families and their advisory teacher. It was
amazing to see so many families participate
via Teams throughout the week celebrating
the hard work and growth of our students.
In December & January we, along with
the wider community, began to experience
an uptick in COVID cases as the Omicron
variant emerged. This led to us flipping
to 10 days of remote learning at the end
of January to slow the spread of the virus
within our school. It was amazing to see
how quickly students and staff adapted to
this unexpected change.
February brought the start of the 2nd
semester and a renewed focus and energy
for the Eagles! As we wrap up March it is
evident that despite all the challenges which
COVID has presented over the last three
we have provided 28 families with coats,
nine families with rental support, 60 families
with gift cards, 16 families with groceries,
15 families with clothing, and eight families
with utility help. The Cleveland community is
nothing short of amazing to help overcome
these obstacles. We are nothing without the
support of people like you, the CHS alumni.
Thanks to each and every one.

school years, the Cleveland Eagles continue
to soar, supporting one another along the
way.

K
Ms. Brown is currently out on medical leave,
and we look forward to her speedy recovery
and return to the nest. In the meantime,
Trent and Megan are available to support in
any way we can.
As always, a big THANK YOU to the
Cleveland Alumni Association for your
continued support; you are an integral part
of the Cleveland community and are so
appreciated!
Sincerely,
Trent Pollard & Megan Claus
Assistant Principals
Cleveland High School

CONNECT WITH CHSAA
Social Media

26
SENIORS

Follow The CHS Alumni Association on
any of these accounts! We will do our
best to keep everyone updated.

f

t

facebook.com/SeattleCHSAA/
instagram.com/chsaa_seattle
twitter.com/CHSAlumSea

Our Website

www.clevelandalumsea.org

Thanks to CHSAA donations
26 seniors were able to
get their caps and gowns
covered. Another seven
students were able to get
yearbooks!

Subscribe to Email

clevelandalumsea.org/contact/

Seattle Schools

www.clevelandhs.seattleschools.org
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Girls Slowpitch MAKES IT TO championship tournament
By Jon Hughes, Athletic Director
Two years ago, Cleveland High chose to
add more sports for our female students
after the WIAA approved: Girls Slowpitch
Softball and Girls Bowling. The first year
of softball (2019) was a difficult start as only
two players showed up for the first week of
practices. Then, Mr. Hughes was the head
coach and encouraged players to spread
the word and invite friends. Hughes also
talked it up in his classes and, after about
three weeks, established a team with 14
players.
The team won just one game that year
playing Metro League and KingCo competition but had a blast learning the sport. None
of the girls had ever played the sport before.
The girls fell in love with softball and signed
up for the spring Fastpitch Softball season.
But then COVID hit, and the season was
canceled.
As schools navigated how to give students
mental and emotional support during the
remote-learning period, they looked to
athletics. The athletic director and coaches
were the only ones in the building trying to
adhere to strict COVID safety protocols. The
Slowpitch team girls all showed up, kept
their masks on, social-distanced, and played
ball. The team didn’t win, but a sense of normalcy returned! While schools were closed
and everyone was remote, sports returned
in the middle of the 2020/21 school year.
In the fall of 2021, we returned to in-person
learning, and an entire Slow-pitch season
was scheduled. Coaches Tyler Keys and
Emily Syrjala. were eager to get the team
going. The WIAA had to cancel all playoffs during the pandemic. In 2021, all that
was coming back. Of course, while good
at building community and having fun, the
Slowpitch team didn’t have any aspirations
to make it to the playoffs. They just came
back wanting to play ball, have fun, and
regain some normalcy. They persevered all
the COVID protocols constantly changing

and debates about mask-wearing with other
schools (different rules all over the place),
but they just kept playing ball. In October,
the Metro League playoffs began. The
perennial champion and powerhouse Chief
Sealth remained. The Eagles defeated Roosevelt in the semi-final game, landing them
in the Metro League Championship game
against Chief Sealth. A team that Cleveland
had never beaten.
It was an epic championship game with
Cleveland playing stellar defense and coming through with clutch hits. The Eagles won
11-5, becoming Metro League Champions
and the #1 seed in the SeaKing District
Tournament. On the line for the KingCo
and Metro League teams was a trip to the
state championships in Yakima. To the
surprise of many, Cleveland made it to the
championship game facing Juanita High
School. It was a back and forth game with
lots of intensity and cheering. In the last
inning, Cleveland took the lead 10-9, then
they held on, playing tremendous defense
to secure the win. The Eagles were on their

way to the State Championship Tournament!
The school performed a wonderful sendoff with cheerleaders and the band for
the team. The team traveled to Yakima in
school vans and got to stay overnight. It was
a tremendous experience as the students
got to walk on the new fields in Yakima
with State Tournament banners hanging all
over. The team was by far the most diverse
group there, and these Eagles knew they
belonged with the best teams in the state of
Washington.
Go Eagles!

CHS
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CHS Golf team grows
Duke’s seafood donates
$2000 but Equipment is
Still Needed
By Jon Hughes, Athletic Director

Two years ago, Jon Hughes and Steve
Barker were enjoying a drink in the
Attic Pub in Seattle’s Madison Park
neighborhood. As it had quite often, the
subject of Cleveland High School’s golf
team came up. Hughes, the school’s
athletic director, was explaining to his friend
how the golf program’s lack of history and
that it had rarely included more than a half
dozen players. With the effect Covid was
having on the athletic department and
schools in general, recruiting players had
been incredibly difficult.
Barker, a manager at a facilities solution
company, MacDonald Miller, didn’t have
much to work with but quickly showed what
he was willing to contribute to the effort by
donating his stipend – about $2,000 – to
help purchase some necessities. “It was
obviously a great gesture,” says Hughes.
“We were able to get some uniforms, caps,
and bags.”
Last fall, Barker took a back seat as the
school found another coach eager to step
in. Bob Mathews had grown up in Seattle
and graduated from Garfield HS in 1982.
He had coached high school athletics for
20 years, having started as the freshman
boys’ basketball coach at Newport HS in
Bellevue in 2002. He became the JV coach
and assistant varsity coach before leaving
in 2016. He then helped coach basketball at
Bellevue HS for a couple of years.
After being out of coaching for a while,
Mathews, a huge fan of both basketball
and golf, began to miss the thrill of helping
kids grow, learn, and succeed. The former
stockbroker and housebuilder knew that
if he were to get back into coaching, golf
would be his No. 1 choice, so he contacted
the Newport golf coach to ask if any
positions were open. Fortunately, Coach
Frank Nimmo was looking for an assistant.
Mathews spent a season at Newport before
Jon Hughes at Cleveland contacted him.
“Jon asked if I would be interested in joining
Cleveland’s golf program ahead of the Fall
2021 season,” Mathews recalls.
“And what a season it was. I had a great
group of kids who all had the desire to learn
how to play golf.” Mathews soon discovered

Some happy CHS golfers: Niya Spivey, Quincy Spivey, Colin Tounalom, Brittny Phan,
Sophia Tounalom
a wide range of abilities in the team that
practices and plays its home matches a
mile away at Jefferson Park. He had two
sisters who had been to the driving range a
few times with their dad but had not actually
played golf. “But they were soon competing
in nine-hole matches,” he says. “Another
girl, a junior, had played a little recreational
golf but ended up playing in every match.”
Really, the only kids with any experience at
all were the Tounaloms, Colin and Sophia,
who had both started in the First Tee
program at Jefferson a few years ago.
“Sophia placed fourth in her first All-Metro
match and then received 2nd Team AllMetro honors,” says Mathews. “Colin, a
sophomore, was the only boy we had for
a while. He managed to break 50 for nine
holes and held his own despite going up
against the other teams’ best players by
himself. Colin played in last year’s District 2
tournament, and, this May, Sophia will play
in her first.”
The Cleveland girls’ team won its first-ever
All-Metro encounter in October, beating
Lincoln HS at Jefferson. Though it was
just one match, and no one is claiming
Cleveland’s end-of-season stats boggled
anyone’s mind, it was a remarkable
achievement considering the barriers the
school faces.
As Mathews, who took the team to Dick’s
Drive-In to celebrate, says, not many kids
at inner-city schools are outfitted for golf.
“We started with four kids that didn’t have
any golf equipment,” he adds. “Most turned
out in tennis shoes, and one even wore

flip-flops. We had to scramble for clubs and
bags every time we played.” But Mathews
was impressed with how the kids stepped
up. “They came to all the practices and took
on all our instructions and coaching,” he
says. “And they bonded well.”
Right now, the Cleveland HS golf teams
boast four girls and eight boys – a
testament to the positive influence that
Steve Barker and now Bob Mathews have
had on Cleveland Eagles golf. AD Jon
Hughes doesn’t hesitate when asked what
spurred this enthusiasm for the game. “The
coaches,” he says. “The coaches. They’ve
made a huge difference.” John Moscrip
and Duke’s Seafood couldn’t be happier
awarding the golf scholarship to the teams
at Cleveland HS.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Giving kids a chance to learn and play
the greatest game in the world is what the
scholarship is all about. But we can all help.
If you have any unused golf equipment in
the house (ideally not more than, say, 20
years old), the kids at Cleveland would be
extremely grateful to take it off your hands.
If you’d like to donate something you
won’t miss, please contact John Hughes
at jchuges@seattleschools.org.
If you wish to nominate a worthy young
golfer or entity, please send your
submission to:
stephens@varsitycommunications.com
and tonydear71@comcast.net subject
line Duke’s Scholarship Nominee.

AWARDS
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2021 CHSAA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Congratulations to Megan! CHSAA wishes
her all the best.

Justin is very community-minded and
has volunteered to learn about and teach
other young people in the Clean Water
Ambassador program, Planned Parenthood,
and the Wilderness Inner-City Leadership
Development group. He also facilitated a
video documenting CID residents who feel
unheard and helpless concerning social
justice issues.

MEGAN LOUIE

Described as “among the top intelligent
students I have ever taught,” as well as
mature, reliable, and kind, Megan Louie
was highly recommended for a CHSAA
scholarship. Megan is a successful
student both in and outside the classroom.
Maintaining straight A’s while taking honors,
AP, and Running Start classes throughout
her high school years, Megan was an
athlete, a cheerleader, and a founding
member and President of the CHS Chinese
Student Association. Outside the classroom,
she worked part-time and volunteered in her
community. Megan’s volunteer work with
Team Read — a nonprofit supported by the
John Stanford Association that matches
high school “coaches” with 1st through 4thgrade students to meet their grade reading
level — showcased Megan’s character and
personal development.
Megan started as a reading coach, both in
person and via Zoom. Joy and excitement
flourished in her students as they became
proficient readers, inspiring Megan to
become resilient and confident. Taking on
additional tasks, Megan was promoted to
a Team Read Site Assistant for Dunlap
Elementary School. Despite the chaotic
situation in remote learning brought on
by COVID, Megan rose to the occasion,
matching readers with their coaches,
keeping vital data significant to a grantfunded program, and providing coaching
support. Despite her busy schedule, Megan
has never missed a session or logged onto
Zoom late, demonstrating her maturity and
understanding of the responsibility on which
readers and site coordinators rely.
Megan has been admitted to the University
of Washington’s highly competitive
Foster School of Business. After earning
her bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration with a focus on Finance, she
hopes to earn an MBA degree and work for
a nonprofit hospital to serve her community.

problems. He has prepared for his future
by taking college-level math and science
courses through Running Start.

JOURNEE DUNN

Journee received a scholarship so she
could attend Xavier University. She plans to
become a cardiothoracic surgeon, which will
enable her to give back to her community
as well as help black families keep healthy
and live longer. She maintained a 3.6 GPA,
loves chemistry, and will study pre-med.
Comments from staff recommendations
describe her as a natural leader, resilient,
self-directed, and mature beyond her years.
She was active in the Black Student Union
at Cleveland and participated in physiology
and biomedical classes. She worked parttime to help with the home finances, but
also played volleyball.
Journee lost her grandmother, who had
raised her, and they were very close.
Despite her difficult loss, she continued to
strive to meet her goals.
We are confident that Journee will succeed
and wish her all the best.

JUSTIN TRAU

Justin is a highly motivated CHS student
focused on becoming an orthodontist. With
a fractured smile, he realized how vital
dental work could be to a person’s sense of
belonging and self-worth. He is resolved to
learn how to help others with similar dental

Justin has served as ASB Secretary on
the Ultimate Frisbee team, studied and
mentored Martial Arts skills, and worked to
earn money for college.
Justin is focusing on his goals; he’s selfmotivated, a community contributor,
and helping others, so we’re sure he
will be successful in college and life.
Congratulations Justin!

HELEN TRAN

Helen’s plans for the future have evolved
over her four years at CHS. As an income
freshman in the Project 206 summer class,
she had a head start in learning about youth
incarceration. That success encouraged
her to seek out challenging and fun science
classes. She appreciates that the STEM
curriculum is based on real-life situations.
The School of Life pathway has helped her
realize how much she likes science.
Her decision to major in pre-health sciences
allows her to explore multiple healthcare
professions before deciding between dentistry, pharmacy, medical research, or other
possibilities
.
Teachers describe Helen as “diligent,” a
“serious scholar,” and “driven.” Helen has
mentored students in Team Read, played
on the CHS tennis team, served on the
cabinet of the Green Team, participated in
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the Vietnamese Student Association, and
is a member of her church Youth Program.
Swimming for fun and online clothes and
shoes marketing adds to her resume.
The Alumni Scholarship Committee is
pleased to help fund college for Helen Tran.
May she be successful in her college experience and following career. Congratulations!

enter the medical field. She has been active
in many ways at Cleveland, culminating in
her being both the Class and Associated
Student Body Vice President. As President
of the Filipino Club in her senior year, she
took part in the broader Filipino community
activities. She also managed to play on the
varsity volleyball team and shared her love
of dancing by leading and teaching Hawaiian dance.
In one of her essays, Ariella shared how
much her life was affected by surviving a
severe car accident in the 7th grade. This
experience showed her that not every day is
guaranteed and that you never know what
may happen in life. She has the drive to better herself and make the most of what she
has. One of her supporters wrote that she
has a “go-getter attitude” with much to offer.

NGA TRAN

Nga came to this country when she was four
years old, which was a difficult transition
for her family. However, she became fluent
in English by 3rd grade, ensuring that her
parents’ sacrifices were not in vain.

We are excited to see how the next steps in
Ariella’s life will unfold – congratulations!

After maintaining a 3.97-grade average, she
plans to attend the University of Southern
California and major in Business Administration and Environmental Accounting.
Active at school, she was the treasurer for
the Green Team and Environmental Club.
She also won 1st place in International
Business as a Young Executive of Color.
She played on the varsity tennis team. Her
coach was very impressed by how fast she
learned the games. One of her hobbies is
playing badminton
Her community activities included being a
Girls Rock math camp counselor and coaching beginners at the tennis center. She was
a Hey mentor/student ambassador and a
reading tutor to younger children. She is
always helpful to others.
Her staff references describe her as being
phenomenal in math (in the top 5%). She
seeks the “why” of almost everything. She
thrived during online classes, was tenacious
and always fully engaged,
We wish her much luck in achieving her
objectives.

ARELLIA CORNELL

The Cleveland High School Alumni Association is pleased to award Ariella Cornel one
of this year’s CHSAA scholarships. Ariella
plans to enroll in pre-health sciences at the
University of Washington this fall. As a student athletic trainer, her work inspired her to

MAHLET AYELE

Mahlet maintained an excellent GPA and
intends to go to Stanford University.
She is undecided on her major but is leaning toward human biology.
Due to her parents’ inadequate treatment
by doctors, Mahlet wants to join the battle
for equity in health care. She was highly
influenced by her brother to search for opportunities. She looked for STEM programs
in Seattle and was a member of Making
Connections
.
Her community activities include tutoring
and participating in the Rainer Beach Action
Coalition, which led to her involvement in
the African Student Association as president
and founder. She was also involved with
the UW Making Connections and UW math
science, Upward Bound, and the UW Young
Executives of Color.
She likes to bake and play volleyball. Staff
recommendations highlighted her self-confidence and never accepting inequity. While
she is a leader, she’s willing to seek out
mentors and ask for help.
Her future is bright, and we wish her suc-

cess and good luck.

VIVIAN PHAM

By producing popular online videos and
creatively generating ways to gain online ingame money, Vivian taught herself e-marketing and sales skills. Motivated by her accomplishments and looking to leverage her
outside-the-box creativity, Vivian’s next step
will be to attend the University of Washington’s business school to study marketing.
Vivian transformed from a reserved student
to a team builder and a leader confident in
communicating complex ideas and engaging her peers during her high school years.
As an officer in Cleveland High School’s
Green Team, her abilities showed through in
a club that leads school-wide sustainability
initiatives. In her junior year, her leadership
was critical in Green Team’s successful
partnership with Western Washington
University in conducting a pollution and
air-quality study.
Vivian helped increase the Green Team
membership by 40% through weekly presentations, recruitment, and partnerships
with the YMCA /AmeriCorps program. Using
her illustrating skills, she designed one of
the stickers sold during their fundraising
campaign.
Balancing her time as a club officer and
an athlete playing tennis and golf, Vivian is
an exemplary student with an outstanding
academic record. CHSAA is proud to award
a CHSAA Scholarship to Vivian Pham!

ISABELLA CRUZ

We are pleased to offer one of this year’s
Cleveland High School Alumni Association
scholarships to Isabella Cruz. She intends
to enroll at the University of Washington in
pre-social sciences. Isabella’s academic
aspirations have transformed from an initial
interest in the most dangerous job she could
find, to medicine, to the social aspects of
medicine, and finally to the intersection
of social policy and STEM careers. She
intends to pursue a career in law.
RECIPIENTS, Page 8
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She is particularly interested in policy work
to help people of color who are underrepresented in healthcare. She brings a voice
to the underrepresented LGBT Hispanic
community.
Isabella excelled academically and participated in a prestigious Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research internship. She also carved
out the time to be the track team captain,
play softball, and serve on the Seattle
School District Student Advisory Board. In
one of her essays, Isabella described how
her attitude toward education was strongly
shaped by the support she received from
one of her AP class instructors. She felt
strongly that her perseverance and determination were cultivated by that support, which
dramatically changed her mindset about
school. In one of Isabella’s glowing letters
of recommendation, she was described
as “someone who will approach life with
a sharp mind, a natural curiosity, and the
tenacity to stick it out, even in hard times.”
Congratulations, Isabella!

Phi has enjoyed participating in CHS mock
trials, competing in the Water Symposium,
serving as Green Team president, and being
part of Team Read. She also volunteers for
Food Lifeline, the Rainier Valley Food Bank,
and Hey Mentor. Playing tennis and chess
rounds out Phi’s high school activities.
Congratulations, Phi, for creating a path to
make your aspirations a reality. Good luck!
The results of our online survey are in!
Here are a few of several entries. Visit
clevelandalumsea.org to view all, and tell us
about your favorite teacher!

Robert Langley - US History

PHUC THINH NGUYEN

Phuc Thinh (Tai was Intrigued by biology
from a young age – – from gazing at life in
the garden to studying the history of species
to observing microorganisms under a microscope. He thrived on the many science
STEM classes at CHS as well as in the
Upward Bound program.
Tai’s accomplishments include: Water
Symposium, Best Social/Cultural Considerations, and Best Poem; UW Upward Bound
Math/Science Certificate of Achievement,
and Excellence in Research and Ingenuity.

PHI TRAN

Phi Tran has a clear view of how she wants
to help sustain a world we can all live in.
She is preparing herself for a college career
that combines business and the environment. She hopes to create a public-private
business model that provides eco-friendly services to underserved groups and
increases green jobs that contribute to
community resilience.
Her studies can lead to becoming a sustainability analyst to advise businesses
on how to become more environmentally
accountable. Phi also hopes to continue to
teach students about sustainability and help
create a more fair and just education system
in Southeast Seattle.

After living near impoverished communities
as a child in Vietnam, Tai resolved to make
aiding his community a top priority. One
of his goals is to become a member of the
healthcare community and contribute to the
field of laboratory medicine – -possibly as a
lab scientist.
Tai has found support from the kind acts of
his teachers and friends. He understands
how vital kindness can be and offers it to
others to help them face their worries and
doubts.
The Alumni Scholarship Committee is
pleased to help fund college classes
for Tai Nguyen. He has our good wishes for
success in university studies and meeting
his goals.

Mr. Langley had a way of teaching US
History that make the events real to his
student. He had a humorous element in his
teaching and would include background
facts that were not in our history books. I
was fortunate to stay in contact with him
until his passing. He had a wonderful voice
and sang, and was a comedian outside of
school.
~ Allison Sing ‘64

Mr. Romstead - P.E. & Health

He was always there for you and would ride
you when he knew you could be better. He
treated you like family. He always felt like he
was a second dad. He made getting through
HS easier. He was an amazing basketball
and softball coach too! I miss him a lot!
~ Dawn (Wilkerson) Harris ‘85

Marv Morris - Senior Health

His use of story and metaphor was powerful. He inspired me to get degrees in Health/
PE and Teaching. ~ Erik Givson ‘91

Margaret Raine - English

Miss Raine had high expectations for her
Senior English class and gave us the
means to reach them. On Day 1 she said
“you are going to learn how to write in this
class. Every Friday you will write a composition – – complete in one class; it will have
a beginning, a middle, and an end. The only
topics will be on the board. Write as much
as you can as well as you can.” The first
month we all thought “Oh, no, this is AWFUL”. Miss Raine critiqued every essay from
every student. By the end of the semester,
we all thought “I can do this! Essay test? No
problem!” And we all did extra credit work
just to earn High Point for the quarter and
get that that little wooden owl [the last year
she could get them from Germany] Miss
Raine made all that hard work fun for us and
enjoyed it herself as well.
~ Sharon Victor ‘60

2021 CHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The Chs Memorial Forest
By John Barton, ‘54

Review: The year 2021 was our most successful year for saving
the CHS Memorial Forest. On March 10th of 2021, the Seattle
School Board agreed to sell the development rights to the property to the King Country Parks Department, and CHSAA signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Seattle Public
Schools (SPS) on our use of the forest. The MOU authorizes,
amongst many things, CHSAA to provide a sign for the forest
naming it as the Cleveland High School Memorial Forest.
UPDATE: The preliminary design of the CHS Memorial Forest sign is shown below. As
suggested by a former superintendent of Seattle Public Schools, the sign will be made out
of concrete. It consists of a 12-foot long, eighteen-inch high concrete wall resting on a concrete base; the design is tailored after the sign at the Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent,
WA. The sign will be oriented perpendicular to the roadway with engraved lettering on both
sides, and lighting so it can be seen at night.
Our problem is finding a company experienced in making concrete signs.

Here is the basic design we are working on:
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OTHER CHSAA
CONTRIBUTIONS
ANNUALS

We voted YES to purchase Aquila annuals for
needy students ($1,500).

CAPS & GOWNS

We voted YES to purchase caps & gowns
for needy students ($500).

HARDCOVERS

We voted YES to honor Pat Rozenkranz
’49 by purchasing hardcovers for 6 of her
books, HONORED DEAD (the story of
CHS’s World War II Gold Star Men). These
books were distributed to family members,
a close friend, the CHS Landon Library, and
the Seattle Public Library ($250).

WARM-UPS

We voted YES to purchase warm-ups
for the boys and girls basketball teams
($2,230).

ROSES

We voted YES to purchase a bouquet of
flowers for Fely Regan who retired in 2021.
She worked in the CHS office for decades.
She was always helpful in coordinating
CHSAA activities with the school ($70).

SCHOLARSHIPS

In 2021 CHS Alumni Association donated
$35,000 in Scholarships!

This major accomplishment means:
•
•
•
•
•

SPS retains ownership of the property
SPS collects $3.47 million from KCPD
Easement placed on the property to restrict development
Property is added to KCPD Forest Conservation plan
CHS alumni can rest assured that the property is protected.

CHSAA and SPS signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for CHSAA
use of the Forest, including:
• CHSAA is allowed to provide a new concrete sign “The Cleveland High School
Memorial Forest”
• SPS will consider rebuilding the existing lyceum ($120K-$150K)
• CHSAA and SPS will consider a feasibility study for managing the CHS Memorial
Forest, featuring selective harvesting and replanting.
Thank you to everyone who donated, and contributed to this effort. We couldn't have
done it without you all!

Scholarship grants are for eligible 2022
Cleveland High School graduates. Each
grant is deposited with the selected recipient’s college, university, vocational, or technical school upon verification of acceptance
at that institution.

CHS
FOREST

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL MEMORIAL CEREMONY

Cleveland High School is the only
high school in the universe that
has a Memorial Forest honoring our
World War II heroes.
You’re Invited!

Every Friday preceding the Memorial Day
weekend the CHS Alumni Association has
a ceremony at the CHS Memorial Forest
to honor alumni who lost their lives while
serving in the US military.

What to Expect

Our ceremony typically includes guest
speakers to tell stories about some of our
alumni who have served in the armed forces
of the USA. An Honor Guard fires a salute
to our fallen heroes, and Bernie Moskowitz
‘57 plays Taps. CHS students participate in
a flag-folding exercise before it is presented
to a survivor of a fallen loved one.

The New Monument
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Post-Ceremony Refreshments

Our new granite monument naming
our fallen heroes was installed in 2017,
thanks to a generous donation from two
alumni who wish to remain anonymous. A
protective coating was provided by Frank
& Haru Nishimura. Frank served in the
442nd Regimental Combat Team, with good
friend Yoshito Noritake who is listed on the
monument.

Following the ceremony, refreshments are
served to students, CHS staff, and guests.
In some years, we have had four busloads
of students but only one or two buses in
most years. We are hopeful for a good
turnout this year.

Everyone is encouraged to make the
trek to “The Rock.”

The maps below show our Memorial Forest
is located between Issaquah and Fall City.

The bronze plaques naming our fallen war
heroes are no longer there, but it’s good to
see this special place in the forest where
our heroes were honored for so many
years.

After the ceremony, a number of us usually
go to the Fall City Roadhouse & Inn for
lunch. The Roadhouse provides a pleasant,
old-fashioned setting that is perfect for
renewing old acquaintances and making
new friends. A wonderful way to end a
memorable day.

All expenses are paid by the CHS
Alumni Association.

FRIDAY,
MAY 27, 2022 11:00 AM AT THE CHS MEMORIAL FOREST
28322 SE Issaquah-Fall City Road, Fall City, WA Questions? Email: chsaaboard@gmail.com

ON THE
MOVE

CHSAA IS ON THE MOVE IN 2022!

CHSAA on ZOOM

The CHSAA Board had a successful “Annual” Meeting with Alumni
across the U.S. utilizing the Zoom app. Check us out for our next
“ALL” Alumni Meeting in February 2023. Mark your calendars!

Board Meetings

The CHSAA Board meeting dates are set for Saturdays at 10:00 AM
via ZOOM or In-Person, on August 6th and October 15th. We’ll keep
you posted on the location on our CHSAA Website.
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Checking on the Forest

A Trip to the CHS Memorial Forest: A few of the CHSAA Board
Members (Bernie Moskowitz ’57; John Barton ’54; Mary Lou
(Zarkades) Barton ’54; and Nicole R. Washington ’80 took a field
trip to the Cleveland High School Memorial Forest to prepare for
Friday’s May 27th Memorial Ceremony. Alumni, please come
out and honor the memory of our Fallen Eagles who served our
Country.

Meet The Groundskeeper

We Need You

The Board is looking to fill two or three vacancies. Also, to join the
Scholarship Committee. $239,000 has been awarded in CHSAA
Scholarships, to date. Alumni, if you have the time, this is a
wonderful way to give back to your School and Community! Show
us your Eagle Pride!

Memorial Day 2022

Friday, May 27th . . . we are making plans to hold our annual
ceremony to honor our Fallen Eagles who sacrificed their lives
while serving in the US armed forces. To ALL the men and women
currently serving our great nation . . . Thank you for our FREEDOM
!!!

CHS SPORTS

The Board is working on a schedule where alumni can come out
and support our CHS boys & girls athletic team events. More
information to come!

OLD Yearbooks Wanted

The Board is looking for any historic CHS yearbooks or artifact
items that alumni would like to donate to our Grover’s Corner Room.
The room will be utilized for significant items associated with CHS.
GO EAGLES!!!

Meet & Greet with Franklin HS Alumni

The CHSAA Board is excited and looking forward to a “Meet &
Greet” with Franklin High School’s Alumni Board. Here’s to the Red
& White . . . Building Bridges!!

Social Media

Our Social Medial Committee is working on our digital platform,
updating, and improving our Facebook, Instagram & Snap Chat
accounts for CHSAA.

100th Anniversary in 2027

Looking Ahead and SAVE THE YEAR for Cleveland High School’s
100th Anniversary Celebration in 2027! Alumni, please send us your
ideas to webmaster@clevelandalumsea.org

We met the new groundskeeper at the Forest, Robert Hodges, who
recently found what he thought was a stump with a rock in the side.
He stripped away the moss and discovered a memorial (see photo)
that stated the following:
DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF NORMAN L. MORRISON
CLEVELAND OUTDOOR EDUCATOR PROGRAM
1966 -1978

HONORED
DEAD
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WE HONOR OUR CHS GOLD STARS.

Richard Baggot ‘39
11/25/16 - 4/17/44

Sidney Beinke ‘35
3/22/17 - 10/3/44

James Collins ‘42
Died 10/10/44

Hugh Craven ‘44
12/22/24 - 4/16/45

Richard Cornell ‘40
6/23/19 - 4/29/43

Eugene Cummings ‘42
6/6/24 - 11/24/44

Lawrence Decker ‘41
9/24/22 - 4/2/45

Hubert DeWitt, Jr.
3/11/26 - 3/9/45

Philip Fander ‘42
9/15/23 - 6/12/44

Andrew Harlin ‘42
6/17/24 - 10/30/44

Lawrence Harrison ‘39
Died July 6, 1943

“Toby” Holm ‘40
6/19/21 - 3/1/42

Jero Kanetomi ‘35
4/14/16 - 10/20/44

Bernard Kelly ‘39
9/14/19 - 6/10/44

Robert Kennewick
8/8/23 - 12/9/44

Milton King ‘34
4/4/15 - 11/4/44

Warren Krafft ‘34
3/27/17 - 5/10/44

Mike Lagozzino ‘37
12/26/18 - 8/6/43

Gordon Larson ‘39
7/21/20 - 11/14/42

Noel Kent ‘42
11/11/25 - 10/9/45

HONORED
DEAD
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WW II CHS GOLD STARS. GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN.

William Lewis ‘41
1/28/23 - 8/14/43

John McLaughlin ‘41
10/22/22 - 2/27/44

Frederick Morris ‘42
7/5/24 - 2/21/44

Yoshito Noritake
2/15/21 - 10/16/44

William Rach ‘36
9/25/17 - 4/18/45

Robert Rizzo ‘43
5/1/25 - 6/4/44

Francis Schoenmakers
‘43 6/17/25 - 7/18/45

John Swick ‘42
11/27/23 - 3/3/45

Jack Teply ‘37
1919 - 12/7/41

Lenard Thibaut ‘44
5/31/25 - 1/20/46

CHS KOREAN WAR HEROES
Ray Oleson ‘49

John W. Churchill ‘47
Native American, Birth Unknown.
Died 3/14/52.

Gene Modenese ‘49
Stuart DeWalt, Jr. ‘49?

Robert Foster ‘50
1933 - 9/3/51

Arlen Jackson Morgan ‘50

1930 - 4/23/52

Louis Wolfe, Jr. ‘41
10/28/22 - 10/16/44

10/19/33 - 4/14/53

Eric Zackrison ‘40
3/2/22 - 12/6/44

ff

CHS VIETNAM
WAR HEROES

Kenneth Visintin ‘65
9/6/47 - 3/29/69

Robert Richards ‘65

Theodor Rolstad ‘66
9/10/48 - 4/19/69

Ignacio Duro ‘66
7/8/48 - 5/1/69

Learn more about
these heroes on our
website:
clevelandalumsea.
org//fallen-eagles/honored-dead/

FALLEN
EAGLES
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IN MEMORIAM

Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near.
Still loved, still missed, and very dear.

heart. Hugh and his wife Karolyn
spent 30 years wintering to
Apache Junction, Arizona where
they made more lifelong friends.

Hugh Tims Albrecht ‘50

May 9, 1932 - January 3, 2022
Hugh was born in Seattle
on May 9, 1932 to Francis
Ruth and John Albrecht. He
grew up in the Georgetown
neighborhood and attended
Cleveland High School, spent
4 years in the Coast Guard,
then graduated from Central
Washington University in 1958.
He studied Math Education
and Industrial Arts, and later
received a Master’s. He had a
long career in education and
was part of the Highline School
District for 27 years. In 1966 he
became the first director of the
Occupational Skills Center for
the Highline, South Central and
Federal Way School Districts.
The vocational school opened
with 85 students and grew to
500 by the time he retired in
1987. Today the school is called
Puget Sound Skills Center and
is one of 14 skills centers in
Washington state, offering highquality, tuition-free technical
and professional training to high
school students.
Hugh had a natural ability
to connect with people and
treasured many lifelong
friendships. He had a genuine
smile, a great sense of humor,
and a sparkle in his eye. He
also had an adventurous spirit
and traveled all over the world
visiting 6 continents. Tenakee
Springs, Alaska captured his

Hugh loved the water and
enjoyed taking his family and
friends boating all over the
waters of Western Washington
and Canada. He was elected
Commodore of the Des Moines
Yacht club in 1977. After retiring,
he and Karolyn purchased
a condo at the Blue Heron
on Hood Canal, where they
enjoyed 31 years of time with
family and friends.
Hugh passed away peacefully
on at St. Anne’s Hospital in
Burien, WA on January 3, 2022.
He is survived by a family that
adored him - his loving wife
of 66 years, Karolyn Albrecht
and two daughters: Nancy
Albrecht (Chuck San Juan)
and Joy Murray (Mark Murray);
6 grandchildren, and 6 greatgrandchildren.

grandchildren, his brother
Donald Bristol and sisters
Joanne Neely and Judith Greer.
Dick was born on January 25,
1927, in Seattle where he spent
most of his life. He graduated
from Cleveland High School
in 1945 and enlisted in the
U.S. Navy shortly before the
end of World War II. After his
naval service, he attended
the University of Washington
and obtained a Bachelor of
Architecture Degree in 1953. He
was also a member of the Theta
Xi Fraternity and a 50-year
season ticket holder to Huskies
Football. Dick spent his career
in the Seattle area working for
large commercial construction
companies including Howard
S Wright, Benaroya Co.,
Baugh Construction, and Wick
Construction.
Dick was an avid golfer and
member of Rainier Golf and
Country Club since 1957.
He was a skier, a wonderful
dancer, and an avid sports
fan, particularly of our local
teams. Later in life, he enjoyed
assembling various model kits,
painting, and carving wooden
plaques, which he excelled in
doing.

Mary (Henderson) George
’40

Richard (Dick) Bristol ‘45
Richard passed away peacefully
and of natural causes on August
20, 2021, reuniting with his
beloved son, Anthony Bristol,
who passed on June 3, 2021.
Dick was a loving husband,
father, grandfather, and friend.
He was survived by his wife,
Janice, son David Shattuck,
“daughter” Kristen Bristol, five

Mary was born on January 5,
1923 in Seattle to Alethea and
Roy Henderson. She attended
Duwamish Grade School and
Cleveland High School. She
married Peter Carlson in 1941
but this marriage was dissolved
in 1955. She married August
George in 1958.
Mary was employed by Sears
Roebuck from 1952 to 1953,
and Boeing from 1954 to 1958.
She was a member of the
Duwamish Presbyterian Chapel
and St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church of Renton, the Sierra
Vista Presbyterian Church
of Yuma, Az, and the Galilee

Chapel of Ocean Shores.
Mary is survived by her
daughters, Laura Lee Bruce and
Carol Jean Thorson, as well as
four grandsons, seven greatgrandchildren, and one greatgreat-grandson.

Lido M. Di Luck

June 19, 1926 - March 18, 2022
Lido Di Luck, 95, of Bellevue,
Washington passed away on
Friday March 18, 2022 in his
sleep after a recent stroke. Lido
was born in Seattle Washington June 19, 1926 to Emilo
and Persia Di Luck. When Lido
lost his father at an early age,
his Grandfather Louis Di Luch
stepped in and helped the family. Lido attended Cleveland HS
in Seattle and then joined the
Army during WWII when he was
18 years old. Lido also served
in Japan following WWII by
removing unexploded ordinance
and helping Japan recover from
the War. While he was there,
he and his squad found a way
to go the extra mile in helping
to find ways to feed the locals
and even adopted a local youth
during their deployment. Lido
worked in various positions for
the City of Seattle during his
30-year employment there, he
retired as a senior claims’ adjustor for the law department.
Lido met and married Eleonora
Tlapak in 1958 and they raised
two children together in Seattle.
Lido loved golfing, fishing and
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reverse engineering. He loved
to know how things “worked.”
Lido loved traveling with his
family- Camping at Disneyland,
Birch Bay and trips to visit family
in Italy top the list. Lido always
had a smile and a kind word
toward everyone. Lido’s happy
demeanor touched many lives
over the years. He is greatly missed by his family and
friends.
Lido is survived by his wife
Eleonora, daughter Diane, son
Eddy (Carol), step-granddaughters, and a step great-granddaughter.

Gloria Ann Legge ‘49
Gloria passed away unexpectedly on June 29, 2021. She
was in her own home until she
passed away. Her little dog
“Pepper” passed away a few
weeks before Gloria. It was as
if she was waiting for “pepper”
to go before she did.
Gloria worked for Allstate Insurance for 35 years. A beautiful
grave-side service was held for
Gloria on July 22nd.
I met Gloria at CHS when we
were freshmen. We had a
wonderful friendship for all these
years, doing many fun things
together. We went to Vancouver and Victoria several times,
as well as Reno. And Gloria
always invited me to her Allstate
dinners. The highlight was
when Allstate sent their employees to Canlis Restaurant –– it
was fun.
Gloria was a great friend and we
will miss her.
A contribution to the CHSAA
general fund was made by Lois
(Helgeson) Schweizer ’49 in
honor of Gloria.

marriages and the passing of
their husbands, both Lillian and
her sister (Olive) moved to Merrill Gardens in 2014.

Lillian “Lil” Mary (Clark)
Maloney ‘44
Lillian “Lil” Mary (Clark) Maloney peacefully passed away on
Monday, August 31, 2020, at
Merrill Gardens active retirement home on First Hill in
Seattle.
Lillian was born on September
26, 1926, in Seattle, Washington to her parents, George
and Ellen Clark. She happily
lived for almost 94 years in the
Beacon Hill area of Seattle.
Lillian graduated from Cleveland
High School in 1944 and had
many fond memories of fellow
classmates and teachers at
CHS. She always looked forward to and enjoyed the school
reunions, and she especially enjoyed reading the current events
and updates in the hard-printed
copy of the Alumni Newsletter.
Lillian knew what it was like to
sacrifice and go without, as she
lived through the Great Depression and World War II. Imagine
the changes she witnessed in
her 93 years. Transportation,
communication, medicine, and
sixteen different presidents!
Lili married the love of her life
(Edmund) in 1962. He was
a handsome athletic former
member of the Royal Air Force.
He was from Devon, England.
Edmund worked in the printing
Dept. of Sea-First Bank and Seattle City Light. Lillian worked for
the Washington Mutual Savings
Bank and Lil enjoyed painting.
They both lovingly shared the
duties of raising their delightful
daughter Sally Ann. After long

Lillian was a kind, gentle soul,
a woman of quiet substance,
who will be deeply missed.
In addition to her daughter,
Sally, she is survived by nephew
Randy, niece Barbara, three
great-nephews, one great-niece,
one great-great niece, and three
great-great nephews. She was
laid to rest with her husband at
Evergreen-Washelli Cemetery.
Those who knew Lil, say not
in grief ‘she is no more, but in
thankfulness ‘she was…”

ly retired from Boeing.
Bernie married Nell Hawkes
in 1954. They settled in West
Seattle and immersed themselves in community activities.
They loved big band music and
dancing the night away. They
later purchased a cabin on Twin
Lakes in Graham, WA. The
cabin was a source of lifelong
friendships and many happy
memories of holidays, summers,
and other celebrations. They
retired in the Puyallup area.

Richard Arthur Pascoe

Feb 25, 1946 - Mar 14, 2022

Bernard F. Manzo

Aug 19, 1925 - Dec 22, 2021
Bernard passed away from
natural causes in his sleep on
December 22, 2021. Bernie, to
his friends, was born in Seattle
to Daniel Manzo, from Italy and
Sophie Willers, from Seattle. He
grew up in “garlic gulch” full of
Italian families in farmland-rich
Rainer Valley. Bernie was a
graduate of Cleveland High
School.
Bernie was a WWII veteran, a
former POW and a recipient
of the Purple Heart. He fought
at the start of the Battle of the
Bulge.
Bernie’s started his work career
with his own dry-cleaning
delivery business. He then led
a team at Loomis Armored Services for 15 years and eventual-

Following a brief illness, Richard
Arthur Pascoe passed away
on March 14, 2022. Rich was
born on February 25, 1946 in
Seattle, WA to Will and Annette
(Selle) Pascoe. After graduating
from Cleveland High School
and attending Central Washington University, he enlisted
in the U.S. Army in 1966 and
was stationed in Heidelberg,
Germany for 2 ½ years. That
same year, he married Rosalind
(Kinison); they had two children,
Renee (Pascoe) O’Brien and
Ross Pascoe. In 1977 Richard married Sharon (Everts)
Pascoe and had a daughter,
Angela (Pascoe) Shelley. Rich
and Sharon later divorced but
remained life-long friends and
partners. Rich lived for much of
the last 35 years in Arkansas,
but also enjoyed spending time
on Whidbey Island in Washington State. We will miss Rich’s
wit, his boisterous nature and
his legendary stories.

FALLEN
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Daniel Rodney Niksich ‘53
May 14, 1935 - January 15,
2022

Dan Niksich was born on May
14, 1935, in Seattle, Washington and passed peacefully on
January 15, 2022. He was preceded in death by parents Emil
and Mary Niksich and brothers
Joe (Reeda) and Emil (Lee)
Niksich. He was proud to have
grown up in the South Park
community and spent many
hours on the playfields at the
local park. He earned numerous
basketball and football awards
at Cleveland High School from
1950-1953 as a member of the
Seattle City League. He earned
All City Football and Basketball
honors and was named one
of the top two leading scorers
during those years. More important to him were the several
teammates who remained close
friends the rest of his life.
Dan spent his college years
at Whitworth College (now
University) and excelled in
football and basketball. He was
on the All-Evergreen Conference football first team and
named Honorable Mention on
the Little All-American Team his
senior year. He combined the
lessons learned in sports with
the degree earned in Education
as his lifelong career. Whitworth
was the meeting place of his
future wife of 64 years, Dianna
(Riley). His family consists of
children Kari, Steven (Elizabeth), Michael (Kelli) and four
grandchildren.
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Dan taught at Cooper Elementary, Shaw Middle School and
then at Ferris High School for
thirty years as a member of the
History Department, assistant
coach in basketball, varsity
head football coach, and boys
and girls golf coach. His teams
were always competitive and
earned Spokane City League
championships. Many of his students competed at the college
level and some were professionals in golf and football. Dan
cared greatly about his students
and endeavored to give them
the best experience during
high school and to share with
them the needed qualities to be
effective and positive members
of our society. He was the Ferris
nomination for the Distinguished
Teacher Award in 1992-93.
Dan also had a notable career
as a basketball referee. He officiated numerous local and state
level championship tournaments
and actively worked games
in the Community Colleges of
Washington, Big Sky Conference, Pac 12, Mountain West
Conference ,and the WCC
where Gonzaga plays. He refereed early rounds of the NCAA
Finals three different years. Dan
received the Big Sky Lifetime
Achievement Award and the 25year award for his contribution
to sports from the Inland Empire
Sportswriters and Broadcasters Association. He is also a
member of the Inland Empire
Officials Hall of Fame.
After retirement from Spokane
Schools in 1997, Dan and
Dianna moved to the Westbrook
Village Golf Community in Peoria, AZ. They remained there
until Dan’s health warranted a
move back to the Seattle area
to be near family. His influence
on young people is evidenced
by the many letters, phone calls,
and visits he received over the
years from his students and
team members.
Connection to friends from
elementary and high school
to those in teaching and new
friends in retirement (The Poker
Club and the Hole-In-Oners)

were important to him. The
stories, experiences and memories will keep us thinking of
him now and beyond. Above all
was his love for his immediate
and extended family. Nothing
compared to his love for his
grandchildren and the joy they
brought him. His faith sustained
him until the end, and he will be
missed dearly. A memorial service is not currently planned.

Richard T. Perron ‘62
Richard died of Parkinson’s
disease at the age of 74 on
Thursday, December 21, 2017
at the Apple Valley Nursing
Home in Ayer, MA. He was
born on November 20, 1943 in
Seattle, Washington to Theodore Noel and Marguerite Violet
(York) Perron.
He attended Seattle public
schools and earned a B.S.
Degree in Electrical Engineering
from Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. He was one of the
early students at the Institute to
focus his studies on computer
science. He served in the U.S.
Air Force, based in Afghanistan/Pakistan and Japan, and
received an honorable discharge in 1970. He was married
to Jeraldine (Waliszek) Perron
for many years, and although
they were divorced, maintained
a close relationship until his
death.
Richard is survived by his
son Richard T. Perron, Jr. and
his wife Rebecca of Holliston,

MA, and daughter Cheryl-Lynn
Budinger and her husband
Bruce of Groton, MA. He is
survived by his brother Robert
Perron (Colleen) of Seattle,
WA. He is also survived by
five grandchildren: and by his
brother-in-law, Donald Waliszek
(Joanne). He is also survived by
a long-time close family friend,
Eileen Kurkoski of Newton, MA.
He started his thirty-plus years
in engineering career at Raytheon in Norwood, MA. Later, he
worked for many years at Digital
Equipment Corporation (DEC)
and at Compaq, HP, Quantum,
and Maxtor until he retired in
2002 due to illness. He helped
develop the initial floppy disk
and later specialized in computer mass storage systems. He
served as an active board member of the Worcester chapter
of the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) for
many years. He served in leadership positions at the Federated Church of Norfolk, MA and
the United Methodist Church
of Westford, MA. He enjoyed
following his children’s participation in Westford Soccer and
coached his son’s team during
a winning season. He had a
particularly keen mind and very
much enjoyed having in-depth
discussions on a wide variety of
topics with family and friends.
He liked following sports, especially football. Listening to jazz
was a favorite pastime.

In Loving

Memory
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Henry (Hank) Iacolucci ‘46
Hank passed away peacefully
on May 4 at the Franciscan
Hospice House in University Place following a 3-week
hospital stay. Hank was born on
December 2, 1928, and lived
on the same block of 28th Ave.
South in Seattle for the next
88 years. He “retired” to an
independent living community
in Tacoma in 2017. Hank was a
fixture in the neighborhoods of
Beacon Hill and Rainier Valley
throughout his adult life, and he
made his Tacoma community a
neighborhood as well.
Hank graduated from Cleveland
High School in 1946 and met
the love of his life, Aleatha Joy
Jellum, several years later. They
were married in 1952, raised 3
children, and lived together happily for 59 years until Aleatha’s
death in 2011.
Hank always loved sports,
particularly baseball and golf,
and he played in a monthly
poker game for 75 years with a
changing cast of individuals. He
also enjoyed cooking, and he
and Aleatha had many dinner
parties at their home. Family
and friends were the centerpieces of his life, and Hank traveled
to visit children and grandchildren and was able to see all of
his grandchildren get married,
which delighted him to no end.
Hank also traveled to Italy with
various family members and visited the birthplace of his parents
in Vinchiaturo.
Hank is survived by: his children, Melinda, Mike (Martha),
and James (Debra); his six
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces
and nephews, extended family,
and friends.

He gave me a piece of advice
when I was in high school that
was the most profound he had
ever given me, and it directed
me into a career that has lasted
35 years. When I shared that
with him recently, he told me
he didn’t even remember ever
saying it. To him, it was just
a conversation, but to me, it
was words of wisdom from the
person I looked up to more than
anyone in the world.

Stan Garland ‘54
Stan left this world for a greener
fairway on May 14, 2022.
His body had failed him, but
his mind and his dry sense of
humor never did.
Stan graduated from CHS in
1954 and went on to get a
Bachelor’s Degree at Western College of Washington in
1958. He went into Marketing
in the Cosmetics industry, rising
quickly through the ranks. A
born leader, Stan ended up
as National Manager at Ralph
Lauren. Staff at the cosmetics
counters would sweat bullets
when he walked in, hoping their
displays would measure up to
his high standards.
Stan had 4 children: Stan Jr,
Jeff, and twins Randy and Terri,
all in a span of 3 years. Leave
it to Stan to get the job done
efficiently and move on to the
next task.
He had quite a way with the
ladies. Tall, handsome, classy,
and an impeccable dresser
made finding a beautiful woman
pretty easy for him. After 3
marriages he had a 20-year
relationship but ended up living
the bachelor’s life in the end.
His real passion was golf. The
last 25 years of his life were
spent living the golf resort life,
spending more time driving his
golf cart than his car. His advice
to me on the golf course was
“Tempo, tempo”. Forever I will
remember his advice every time
I tee off. It works.

The legacy that Stan Garland
left was one of . . . honesty,
compassion, integrity, and hard
work. These are attributes that I
have tried to pass on to my kids,
and I know they will pass them
on to future generations.
Stan is survived by three of his
children, Stan Jr, Randy, and
Terri, his sister Felicia, brother
Victor, five grandchildren, one
great-granddaughter, and a
multitude of cousins, nieces,
and nephews.
His ashes will be scattered in
the ocean near Hawaii, along
with those of his first love, Joan.

- The Dream The night before he died I had
a dream about him that woke
me up from a deep sleep. In
the dream, I heard someone
downstairs in my house. I
walked downstairs and there he
was standing in my living room
dressed impeccably in a white
suit with a blue and white striped
tie, standing tall and proud. My
brother, Stan Jr., and my sister
Terri were suddenly there, too,
and dressed up. So, I ran back
upstairs and put on a sportscoat
so we could take a family picture together. We took a couple
of pictures and I woke up. The
image of him was so clear and I
remembered seeing him in that
suit before. A few days later I
found the picture of him in that
suit. It was at his granddaughter
Amber’s wedding. I’ve included
it here for you. I feel so lucky to
have had this dream because
that is how I will now remember

him. Not as a feeble old man in
a wheelchair, but as ‘Stan the
Man’ looking as sharp as ever.
And that is how he would want
to be remembered by each of
you, too. --- Randy Garland

FALLEN
EAGLES
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grandmother is written about in
the book Women of the Klondike.) This information came
as a shock to the family, with
Barbara’s father and uncle not
knowing about their mother being a nun for 14 years. Barbara
was a good storyteller, passing
on many tales she had learned
about the family to her immediate family and our California
cousins.

Barbara Ilene (Barton)
Riber ‘50

January 20, 1932 - August 12,
2021
Barbara Ilene (Barton) Riber —
age 89, passed away peacefully
on August 12th, 2021.
Barbara was born in Seattle to
Jack and Ethel (White) Barton
on January 20th in 1932. She
married Peter Carl Riber on July
1st in 1963. They lived in north
Seattle, and eventually settled
in Bothell, WA. They raised two
boys, Michael William, and Kurt
Mitchell.
Barbara started high school at
Highline High but transferred to
Cleveland High in 1947 where
she graduated in 1950. Barbara’s first job was as a telephone
operator (part-time) for the
telephone company while still in
school. She eventually ended
up working at Boeing in the
parts department, and later at
Eddie Bauer.
Other than raising a family,
one of Barbara’s major accomplishments was developing
the family tree, which took her
many years. Her big discovery
was that her grandmother, Mary
Elizabeth (Martin) Barton, was
raised in a convent in Alaska
from the age of four, and had
been a nun in Dawson in the
Yukon Territory during the Alaska Gold Rush. Mary’s strong
leadership skills elevated her
to the position of running the
Catholic hospital that served the
miners in the area. (Barbara’s

Barbara is survived by her
husband Peter, sons Michael
William (Cathy) Riber and Kurt
Mitchell Riber; grandchildren
Megan, Jack, Braedon (deceased), and Noah Riber; her
brother, John Barton (Mary
Lou); and many cousins.
Barbara will be missed by many,
especially at family dinners
when she could always be
counted on to bring one of her
favorite dishes.

She loved working with people
and children. She was a CNA
for several years before she
started working for the Seattle
School District YMCA program.
She found God at an early age.
She was a member of New
Beginnings Christian Fellowship. She loved to sing and
was a proud member of Cora
L. Jackson’s S.T.A.N.D. Gospel
Choir where they produced two
CDs. Her favorite two songs
were “Got to Be Real” by Cheryl
Lynn and “Best of My Love” by
The Emotions. She loved her
grandchildren and great-granddaughter dearly.

CHSAA MERCH
FOR SALE!

She is survived by her sisters,
Dyan Sturm and Trena Walker;
her two children, Latrice Wilson
and Wayne Wilson JR.; five
grandchildren; one great-granddaughter; and a host of nieces
and nephews.

To celebrate our 25th year as
the CHS Alumni Association and
our major accomplishment in
preserving the CHS Memorial
Forest, Marni Reecer, our webmaster and newsletter producer,
created a design for t-shirts and
other merchandise!!

She was proceeded in death
by her mother (Evelyn), father
(Robert), husband (Wayne), and
daughter (Lynette).

Other Dear Classmates
Who Will Be Missed

Sandra Wilson

Sandra (Sandy) Gale (Burns)
Wilson ’71 --- Sandra was born
on June 22, 1952, in Seattle,
WA to the union of Robert and
Evelyn Burns. She was one of
three daughters. God called her
home “February 21, 2022”.
She graduated from Cleveland High School in 1971. She
received an AA degree in Early
Childhood Education from Seattle Central Community College.
She married Wayne Everett
Wilson on December 22, 1972.
Within that union, three children
were born, Latrice, Lynette, and
Wayne Wilson JR.

Butler, Kristi (Knowles) ‘67
Chinn, Billie Jean (Schumacher)
‘52
George, Mary Jeanette (Henderson) ‘40
Grenn, Benjamin D. ‘64
Heckman, Janice (Martinson)
‘61
Litzenberger, Robert ‘61
Matthews, Larry ‘72
Niksich, Daniel “Dan” Rodney
‘53
Okada, Craig P. ‘69
Parker, Berna Earlyn (Steele)
‘51
Rosenkranz, Patricia L. (Sullivan) ‘49
Schuehle, Evelyn J. (Nelson)
‘42
Schuehle, Florence M. (Strom)
‘31
Schuehle, Marin L. ‘30
Shimamoto, Katie ‘57
Weisman, Dick ‘58
Woo, Sherman ‘63

“I was inspired by the beautiful forest, my first-hand experience of the Alumni Association, and my sister Debbie’s
hand-drawn eagle. I added
the American Flag to the right
sleeve to honor our veterans
and remember those lost in
service.” ~ Marni (daughter of
CHS Alumni Mary Lou (Zarkades ‘54) Barton.
Select your size, choose a
color, and you’ll have your order
in about a week. The markup
is minimal, and ReecerMedia
donates all proceeds to
UnicefUSA.org.

Order Online

REECERMEDIA.COM/MERCH
or call Marni at 806-412-0329 to
place an order by check.

EAGLE
100S

f

DIAMOND EAGLE
$5,000-$9,999

Ross Wood, In Memory
Of Ileana (Oliver) Wood
’52
The Ingram Family

f

PLATINUM EAGLE
$1,000-$4,999

Dixon J. Smith ’61
Steven T. Mikami ’80
Nancy Rosenkranz
Biasi In Memory Of
Patricia Sullivan Rosenkranz ’49
Lloyd Kinner ’54
Kenneth Smith
MaryAnne Reichle ’67
Nicole Washington ’80
Victor Munsen ’58
Randy Brown In
Memory of Lillian Clark
Maloney ’44
Andres B. Tangalin
Diane Kero ’64
Alison & Claudia Sing
’64
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Lawewnce R Bosi ’62
Pat Towle
Ronald Roletto ’73
GOLDEN EAGLE
Rosa Echaniz Facciuto
$500-$999
’36
Stanley Ridings ’44
Glennis Hummell
Kalman Brauner ’61
Robert Perovich ’50
BRONZE EAGLE
Merlina Carmignani
Kay Bowman Gordon
Tate ’57
$100-$199
’63
Ross & Marcia Nakashi- Joanne Boroevich ’68
Barbara Brown ’70
ma Rogers ’67
Judith McDonnell
Barbara Nick Douglas
Keithley ’57
Beverly Del Valle James
Harriet A Korpela
’62
David and Lynne
Bonnie Stafford Braga
Nelson
SILVER EAGLE
Don Duncan ’43
Ira Wes Reynolds
$200-$499
Helen T Schafer ’60
Susan Araki Yamamura Ron & Patricia Subica
Joanna Smith ’65
Cygen
’58
Julia Brenner Morris ’61
Dwight & Teresa (Valla- Ken Takei ’75
Xiaorong Wu
la) Moberg ’54
Patti Williams Estrada
Meralyn Hartmann
Emil Martincevic Martin Baughman
‘60
Losa Ross Simmons ’52 ’40
Nancy Soderstrom
Janet Furlan Henkel ’54 Ross ’56
Amy Okazaki Maki
Carolyn Byrnes Bosi ’62 Richard G Vandemore
Ed Boprey ’45
Cecelia Moore
L Dale & Jeanette
’55
Don Lindberg ’59
George Erickson ’47
Lois Schweizer
Geraldine Bowlin
& ’49
Cora Mizaki Brunette
Elefson ’49
Randy & Mary Roppo
Glenda Moffett Wilson
Brown ’67
Roberta Skerry Tomkin- ’52
Jack VanLeuven ’56
son ’48
La Donna Sells Dolan
Sam & Sharon Robin’55
son Ronnie ’59 & ’61
Clyde Gene Fulmer ’65 LaDonna Lundberg
Pollard ’52
Kerry Knowles

REUNIONS

Laura Rice Jackson ’64
Sharon Victor ’60
William A. Tracy ’59
Donald Armeni

f

f
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CHSAA Promotes “Challenge 25”
Trena Burns Walker ‘75
Virtual Board Meetings
Now that the COVID-19 is moving from pandemic to possibly endemic we will continue to have virtual meetings through Zoom until further notice. We had our
first Annual/Board meeting on February 12, 2022. Our next Board meeting will be Saturday,
April 30, 2022. All alumni are encouraged to attend annual meetings and board meetings.
Don’t hesitate to contact me via email at tmwalker57@gmail.com if you would like to attend.

“Challenge 25”
CHSAA is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year and we are having a $25 challenge
called “Challenge 25” amongst all the classes. Alison Sing ’64 came up with this idea by
challenging the class year of 1965, and the Alumni Association has opened this challenge to
all class years. The basic challenge is to see which class year can get the most classmates to contribute $25 (or more) to CHSAA during this calendar year, 2022. This challenge is a simple way to show appreciation for the school that helped make you the person
you are today. [NOTE: John Barton believes that his class of 1954 can beat the class of
1964 with ease even though they have a 4-month head start.]

In Other News
CHSAA has provided $700 to Cleveland High School for caps and gowns to help students
who cannot afford to purchase them. We are working on a budget for year 2022. Online
donations are highly encouraged. The website includes a donation button to make it easy
for you. CHSAA can’t function without your donations.

Class of 1952 70th Reunion
August 25, 2022 11 AM to 1:30 PM
Angelo’s in Burien
601 SW 153rd, Burien, WA
RSVP to Robert Joiner
425-772-7756
joinerr37@gmail.com

Class of 1962 60th Reunion
August 12 & 13, 2022
Details at
https://aschuehle.webs.com/

Class of 1965 57th Reunion

“Blast from the Past”
September 19, 2022
at Bahama Breeze, Tukwila, WA
Contact Joanna Uchida Smith
253-631-0360
More details at
https://chs65-seattle.weebly.com/

Class of 1970 50th Reunion

Postpponed to Summer 2022
Contact John Tracy, Reunion Chairman
johntracy52@yahoo.com
206-853-8447

Class of 1971 Reunion
TBD
Questions to Judy Eng
judy.eng05@gmail.com

OUR MISSION IS TO
PRESERVE the CHS Memorial Forest
in perpetuity to honor former Cleveland
students who gave their lives in service
to the United States of America,
SUPPORT educational studies in
forestry, ecology, botany and environmental studies of the forest, and
ASSIST CHS students and staff in their
educational activities

20

Finding an ex-pow who saved my uncle during wwii
by Angela Duane
Holy Names
Academy, Seattle –
Class of 1986.

PART 1
October 2020
It all started with a letter—one of
many that had sat in a box for years,
stored in my father’s garage. We
discovered them upon his death a
few years back, and I’d taken some
time to read through and sort them
according to a decade. Still, I had
missed something.
The summer of 2020, I perused the “1940s”
stack, again, as I was doing some writing
about our family and searching for clarity on
the events surrounding my Uncle John’s experience abroad as an army soldier during
WWII.

from Germany.

of my mysterious but beloved godfather?

Toward the bottom of the letter, my grandmother wrote:

Despite the altering experience of war,
John Duane had been a kind, gentle, goofy
soul—and he always watched out for me.
He ready to me; babysat me; took me too/
from school; lifted me up to see into Grandma’s cabinets; gave me my first calculator,
desk, nail polish, desk lamp, first camera—
the man even bought all of my Holy Names
candy bars so I wouldn’t have to stand int
he cold to help our school raise money.

A Murele Ipsen called. He was one of
the boys who carried you out of there
when you collapsed. —Said you were in
a bad way, bleeding from your nose and
mouth. Said he saw you in the stalag! He
was from Georgetown.”
[Murele Ipsen, CHS class of 1943.]
I was stunned. A name. I had stumbled
upon an actual name of someone who was
witness to that which had been such a profound and altering experience for my uncle;
a name of someone who may have had a
major hand in shaping my own personal
trajectory.
So, I started googling. I found census information, draft card information, and a few
random links that showed old addresses in
Kent and Burien—but I found no obituary or
death date.
Was Murele Ipsen still alive? It was possible. He’d be 95, but… it was possible. I
continued to comb through search results
and ended up clicking on a Cleveland Alumni Newsletter article. Murele’s sister Leona
was mentioned, along with a reference to
Murele’s capture in WWII!

Uncle John Duane
Uncle John Duane was injured, captured,
and spent months in a German prison
camp—a story that holds a sacred place
in my family history/lore. Still, the tidbits
shared by older cousins and my father were
often fuzzy in detail or sometimes conflicting and filled with gaps. —Not surprising,
as the events of 1944-1945 had been a
painful experience for my uncle. He rarely
spoke of the war, so details were few and
far between.
But back to the letters. I squinted at one
of the yellow messages scrawled in my
grandmother’s writing, postmarked August
of 1945. It was addressed to my Uncle
John, a couple of months after he’d been
liberated and made his way back to Seattle

Murele Ipsen
I immediately email John Barton who had
written the piece and held my breath. Would
he respond? Would he think I was some
sort of solicitor or weirdo trying to take advantage of an older veteran? Miraculously,
John Barton emailed me back and agreed to
reach out to Murele or his family if I drafted
a letter of intention.
No problem! But… what was I to tell him?
That I was still searching for closure, 31
years after Uncle John’s death? That I still
wanted answers; clarity; insight into the life

Uncle John and young Angela
In a way, Uncle John also saved my life. I
was a “good girl,” but my teen years were
fraught with turbulence as I battled with my
parents in a strict Catholic household. We
were constantly at loggerheads, and it made
for a rather stressful adolescence. Let’s just
say my stuff ended up on the porch (along
with myself!) on more than one occasion.
After high school, I started college and
then took a break about a couple of years
in. Money was running short, and tensions
were only worsening at home which didn’t
allow for focus. I found work in a restaurant
but was starting to turn toward not-so-nice
people for comfort and support, heading
down potentially dangerous paths. Then
Uncle John died. It was a horrible shock
that just about did me in. —But my godfather had been looking out for me ’til the
very end. In a final selfless and generous
act, he left me a college fund. I was able to
finish school, move out, and I found some
much-needed stability. Meanwhile, my family finally found some peace. I mean, I loved
my parents, but sometimes people get along
better when they don’t live together!
Well, I wrote to John Barton and told him
all of the above, explaining that I wanted to
thank Murele Ipsen for helping my uncle;
a man who had such a major impact on
my life. But I was also hoping that maybe
Murele could shed some light on what, exactly, happened in Germany during the war.
Feelings of guilt and excitement clashed in

my brain. Maybe my uncle wouldn’t want me
stirring all of this up. Maybe I should just let
it rest. Maybe it was time to accept that you
just don’t get clarity of “closure” on everything in life. —I decided to leave it up to fate.

rolling by. Perhaps my uncle faced more
routine beatings??? It was possible that
he could have been recently roughed up
and was not in good shape the day they all
“walked out.” —And the only reason he may
have been able to actually/physically leave
that place was because of Murele’s kindness and integrity.
Then… enter another clue from stepson
Dale: He said that en route to the allied
territory, Murele’s crew happened upon a
bombed-out camera store. Murele found
a camera and some film, then took a few
pictures… one of which included a wagon.
Amazing. All of the stories my own family
had discussed over the years involved a
“wagon.”

Murele and stepson Dale Leyde
The wonderful John Barton Delivered my
letter to Murele’s house in person (imagine—Murele’s place is just a short distance
from him!). However, his stepson, Dale
Leyde, quickly clued us in on a sad situation. Murele suffered a stroke last year, and
his family doesn’t anticipate that he’ll live
much longer.
Fortunately, stepson Dale was kind enough
to share what details he had heard about
Murele’s capture. Separated from a larger
unit, Murele’s group had surrendered upon
a run-in with a German tank and ended up
at the stalag listed on my uncle’s records.
Hmmm.

It was coming together: The camp… liberated. Everyone is leaving. Murele and perhaps a couple of other Seattle or west-coast
kids stick together as they make their way
out. Murele sees a bloodied John Duane
collapse nearby, and Murele and some “other boys” help carry him through the gates.
They snag a wagon en route to the allied
territory; perhaps they take turns pushing
injured or sick comrades who could now ride
versus walk. Then they stop at what was left
of the camera store, scavenge a camera or
two and snap some pix before continuing on
their way. —Was that exactly what happened? We’ll never know. But I think that’s
as close as it’s ever gonna get.

My understanding was that my uncle had
been wounded and in a hospital before
ending up in the prison camp. Had my uncle
really been with Murele during his capture?
Once again, I was working with another set
of conflicting information.

I also remembered a cousin had told me
that Uncle John said the guards treated
him “like a Jew.” My uncle could easily pass
for Jewish, so I often wondered if that had
affected his prison stay. The worst of it for
Murele had been a head-butting with a rifle
when he reached for a cabbage off a train

But… the journey wasn’t quite over! A
couple of nights ago, I stumbled upon an old
email with a link to online POW records I’d
found several years ago. I brought up my
uncle’s record, and then I backtracked to the
search tool. I held my breath and typed in
Murele’s name. Success!
I compared the records side by side but
could not cross-check their unit numbers as
Murele’s was blank. Arrrgh! Then I paused.
“Theatres” were listed for both men (a
theatre is the area of capture). And… Uncle
John had been captured in Holland; Murele
had been captured in Germany. I scrolled
down further, and… the same prison camp
was listed for both. Wow.
So the theory about Murele carrying my
uncle out of the camp was probably correct,
after all.
In closing, I can’t say for sure that my “version” of such a long-ago chapter is totally
accurate, but I’m fairly certain that my uncle
made it out of that place because Murele
Ipsen took the time to be a decent human
being. —Because Murele Ipsen had been a
soldier, and a gentleman.

PART 2
February 2021

But let’s face it, stories told over time and
through the lens of trauma can change.
My brother Peter and I discussed the
information we’d been privy to over the
years, comparing it to these new details.
In an “aha” moment, we agreed that it was
possible Murele and Uncle John had been
captured in separate incidents but then ended up in the same camp. Then Murele could
have helped Uncle John leave the camp
when the guards bailed (following German
surrender).

I felt like I’d made a new friend but that I 21
was also given a gift of time travel to spend
a few minutes with my “dad” again. After
speaking with Dale, I felt a kinship in having
been cared for by men of such special
character and decency—and I also started
to feel more at peace with my quest. I think
that Uncle John would understand that my
search for answers was just another way
of staying connected to someone who had
loved me so much and who had given me
so much. Someone who I will miss forever.

Murele and his wife Rosemary
Dale Leyde told me he was glad I had such
a good uncle in my life, and I told him I was
glad he had such a good father in his life.
It was a very nice conversation—he even
said he’d try to dig up the aforementioned
photos!
In the meantime, I am happy to have
experienced such a beautiful (and almost
impossible!) “connection in the time of
Covid.” Connection across generations,
history, time, and place. After speaking
with John Barton, I cried for an hour as
he reminded me so much of my father.

Summer is over; fall is around the corner.
The days continue to move forward, and
Mr. Ipsen may not have much time left in
this world. But I choose to believe that John
Duane will be ready and waiting to help him
through the gates of the next one. Thank
you, Mr. Murele Ipsen, for taking care of
my uncle and making it possible for him to
return home to us. You saved his life, and
because of that, you saved mine. Finally, a
special thank you to John Barton for joining
me on this journey.

EX-POW, Page 22
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Finding an ex-pow CONTINUED

Murele Ipsen ‘43 — on his way to the Western Front

John Duane, in wagon on far left — on his
way to the Western Front

Murele helped save John Duane (Angela’s uncle) when they fled a POW camp at
the end of World War II. Both men were
imprisoned at Stalag 2, which was located
near Neubrandenburg, about 75 miles north
of Berlin, and about 300 miles from the
Western Front.

John Duane did eventually get home to
Seattle, where he just “showed up on
the porch” one day to a mother who had
been hoping and praying for months after
receiving notice that he was MIA (missing in
action). A few months later, Murele called to
check in on John but ended up speaking to
his mother, letting her know that he’d been
in a POW camp with her son. Years later,
Angela was digging through old letters and
found one from her grandma to Uncle John,
telling him “a Murele Ipsen had called and
that he’d helped carry John out of there”
(meaning out of the stalag so John could
join the others in traveling to the Western
Front).

With the war over, the German guards
abandoned the prison camp. Then, it was
up to the former prisoners to make their
way to the Western Front and the Allied
forces [at that point, the Allied forces were
a bit east of the Rhine River]. Murele Ipsen
played a major role in helping Angela’s
uncle be a part of that journey, as John was
badly injured. Murele assisted John as he
(John) reportedly collapsed while trying to
leave the camp.
Thankfully, John, Murele, and company
had some luck along the way. As they
walked westward, somewhere, somehow,
this group of Americans commandeered a
horse-drawn wagon—and the injured in their
caravan could now ride to safety. Also en
route, Murele Ipsen found a camera and film
in a bombed-out camera shop. He managed
to capture several photos, including the
two shown above—a rare glimpse into the
dangerous days immediately following the
war. There was little law and order if any; a
limited supply of food— and local citizens
were probably hesitant to part with what
they had (and, most likely, suspicious of
American troops). There was also the possibility of crossing paths with German troops,
who, like the Americans, were headed
home—and desperate for food and transportation (not to mention, some being on
the run to avoid prosecution for war crimes).
[In today’s Seattle Times, Feb. 20th, there
was a story about an ex-prison camp guard
being deported back to Germany.]

Angela was stunned, as there’d been little
said about John’s time as a POW, and she
was determined to find out more about the
man who helped bring her uncle home.
Uncle John eventually became Angela’s
godfather, watching over her as she grew
up. Angela also believes her uncle saved
her life in that, because of him, she was
able to pay for college. Without Murele
Ipsen saving her Uncle John, none of that
would have happened.
As it turned out, Angela (after a lot of online
research) found Murele Ipsen, but he had
suffered a stroke in 2019 and was no longer
able to really communicate. Then, only a
few weeks later, he died [Murele’s obituary
is in this issue of the newsletter on page 8].
Woulda, shoulda, coulda . . . if only Angela
would have started her search a couple of
years earlier! –Angela is a writer and might
have given us another great story on the
aftermath of World War II. The adventure
shared by Murele, John, and their comrades
really does have all the makings of a book
and/or movie!

I am thankful to all those men and
women who wore our nation’s uniform
and gave their ultimate sacrifice so that
I can wake up each day to smell the
roses, see the sunlight, and breathe
the air. Their unselfish sacrifice without
even knowing what challenges would
face those they left behind engenders
the best in all Americans who did not
hesitate when their nation called for help.
I am deeply proud of all the men and
women, individuals who represent all nationalities and beliefs; that the freedoms
enjoyed by all Americans must at times
come with sacrifice. A sacrifice that those
of us who wore the nation’s uniform was
willing to give.
Let us honor them who have passed with
the dignity that they have earned on our
behalf so that we are here today among
our families and friends. On Memorial
Day, let us not forget the families who
lost their loved ones. For me, their sacrifice shall never be forgotten. So, take
a quiet moment in your home just say,
“thank you” for your sacrifice, we shall
never forget.
~ Alison Sing, CHS Class of ‘64

Cleveland Eagles Soar
By Alison Sing

Classmates, ye who have fallen for us all
Lest we forget your sacrifices
Eagles gather we in your memory
Vanquish the foes you have done
Eagles you soar in our memories
Let us alumni sign your stories
Alumni, we stand here today because
of you
Never, shall we forget your deeds
Democracy reigns because of you

Eagles who have given their lives for us
Alumni, we stand tall for you today
Gather alumni, for God sheds his tears
this day
Let us Alumni sing your praises
Eagles who have soared
Sing Alumni sing the stories of our eagles that have fallen.

Stand together, alumni all
Offer our praises to you all
Alumni lest we forget their deeds
Remember this day, remember alumni
all.

CHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION DONATION FORM
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We suggest that your donation include $15 to help defray our mailing expenses and publication costs.
Please make your check payable to: CHSAA or Cleveland High School Alumni Association.
Donations should be mailed to: PO Box 94004, Seattle, WA 98124-9404.
I would like to support the work of the Alumni Association with a donation as indicated below:
Mailing expenses – ($15 suggested)

$__________

Alumni Association general fund 		

$__________

CHS Athletics

$__________

Memorial Forest activities

$__________

Annual Scholarships

$__________

Ed Landon Scholarships			

$__________

Music Department				$__________
Other =____________________________ $__________
My Total Donation is			

$__________

Alumni Donations Totaling Eagle 100 Club Designation
$100 - $199
Bronze Eagle
$200 - $499
Silver Eagle
$500 - $999
Golden Eagle
$1,000 - $4,999
Platinum Eagle
$5,000 - $9,999
Diamond Eagl
$10,000 plus
Special Honors

DONATIONS ARE
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
CHSAA is classified as a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization so your donations are
deductible on your federal
income tax.
SAFE & SECURE ONLINE
DONATIONS ALSO
ACCEPTED
www.clevelandalumsea.org

Note: You may choose to make multiple donations over the course of a calendar year. Your name will be added to the
Eagle 100 Club list if your cumulative total equals or exceeds $100.

Contributor Information:
tion.

_____ Check here if you made a change in contact informa-

Member #1 ______________________________________________________________ Class ___________
			
Enter First (Maiden) and Last Name
Member #2 ______________________________________________________________ Class ___________
			
Enter First (Maiden) and Last Name
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State ___________ Zip Code _________________________
Telephone Number _________________________ My E-mail: _____________________________________
CHSAA Contact Information
Alumni Website: Check out the latest activities: www.clevelandalumsea.org
Alumni Passages: Please send death notices and obituaries to our Post Office Box listed below.
Attention - Membership Coordinator [or phone 425-830-3990 or email: chsaaboard@gmail.com
Reunion Planning: Email chsaaboard@gmail.com or phone: 425-830-3990
Board Members: Call them directly by phone or email — See page 3 information
Cleveland High School Alumni Association, PO Box 94004, Seattle, WA 98124-9404

Cleveland High School
Alumni Association
P.O. Box 94004
Seae, WA 98124-9404
Email: chsaaboard@gmail.com

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Seattle, WA
Permit No. 2571

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MAY 27: MEMORIAL CEREMONY AT THE FOREST!

CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Mission Statement: A non-profitorganization of Washington State and the United States 501(c)(3), this Association was founded for
the exclusive purposes of: (1) preserving the Cleveland High School Memorial Forest in perpetuity to honor former Cleveland students
who gave their lives in service to the United States of America, (2) supporting educational studies in forestry, ecology, botany and
environmental studies of the forest, and (3) supporting and assisting the students and staff of Seattle’s Cleveland High School in their
educational activities. Any individual who attended Grover Cleveland Junior or Senior High School is a member of the Cleveland High
School Alumni As- sociation.
Please help us keep the database current by sending a post office change of address form or by contacting the mem- bership secretary when you move. To protect your privacy membership list is not distributed to anyone except for activities associated with the
Alumni Association.
Volunteer Opportunities:
I would like to help build a strong alumni association. I am interested in the following:
_____ I can serve on the Board
_____ I can serve on a committee: Alumni Relations, Scholarships, Golf Scramble, Finance & Budget,
Memorial, Fundraiser, Forest, Audit, Bylaws Review, and/or Nominations/Election _____ I would like to help out with an event, activity,
or a specific project
_____ I would like to help publish the newsletter
_____ I would like to help in some other way
Check out our Alumni website for the latest information on what is happening with the Alumni Association: www.clevelandalumsea.org
Alumni Passages: Please send death notices and obituaries to our Post Office Box: Attention - Membership Coordinator
OR via Pphone 425-830-3990 or email chsaaboard@gmail.com & webmaster@clevelandalumsea.org

