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Cleveland High School Alumni Association (CHSAA) 
P.O. BOX 94004 

Seattle, WA  98124-9404 
 

2023 CHSAA Annual Meeting (In-Person & ZOOM) 
Saturday, February 11, 2023 @ 10:00 AM 

 

 
ZOOM INFO. //  Meeting ID:  818 6220 8203; Password:  217936 

Join Zoom // https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81862208203?pwd=NzJvdFdBc0x4MjZSRnJJYmRvYkJLQT09 

 
 
CHSAA Board In Attendance 
Bernie Moskowitz ’57; John R. Barton ’54; Mary Lou (Zarkades) Barton ’54; Trena Burns Walker 
’75; Allen Storaasli ’62; Nicole R. Washington ’80; Myra Shukis ‘68 and Marilyn “ML” Shukis ’54. 
 
CHSAA Board Excused Absence 
Tracy Case Arnold ’82 and Jae Ahn (Chung) Nakahara ’86. 
 
CHS Alumni Community In Attendance 
Warren Shukis ’56; Jerry Rosso ’56; Dick Korpela ’61; Elinor Dofredo ’80; Gary McHenry ’58; 
Alison Sing ’64; Andrew Cornell ’19; Irene Long ’66; Janice Dahl Stepp ‘66; Ken Lee ’79; 
Rodney Tibbs ’77; Romeo Tabile ’80; Bill DePoe ‘55 and Carol O'Brien ‘65. 
 
Call to Order 
The Cleveland High School Annual meeting for 2023 was called to order by President, Bernie 
Moskowitz ’57, at 10:05 AM.  Bernie thanked everyone for attending the In-Person and Zoom 
Annual meeting. 
 
Also, Bernie introduced Siarah Myron, a Student Stenographer at Green River Community 
College.  She will be transcribing the Annual meeting and Board meeting minutes. 
 
Zoom Meeting Etiquette 
Nicole shared the following Zoom information.  Place your phone or audio on mute if you're not 
talking.  You are on video, so do not do anything private.  No talking politics.  No profanity.  Use 
your chat button.  Please have your 2023 calendars available. 
 
Reading & Approval of Meeting Minutes 
Nicole Washington ‘80, Secretary reported due to the Covid-19 Pandemic an annual meeting 
was not held in 2021. 
 The CHSAA Board members were sent the 2020 Annual meeting minutes for their review. 
 The January 2020 Annual meeting minutes were moved and approved with no further 

objection or corrections.  The motion carried and passed. 
 Marni Reecer, CHSAA Website Webmaster has placed past copies of the approved Annual 

Meeting Minutes on the CHSAA Website for viewing. 
 
 
  



02/11/2023 Annual Mtg Min. cont. 

 

02/11/2023 Meeting Minutes Recorded     Page 2 of 8 

Old Business 
 
2022 Accomplishments 
The CHSAA 2022 Accomplishments are attached for the Board members and Alumni 
Community to review. 
 
Treasurer Report 
Trena Burns Walker ’75, Treasurer reported the CHSAA “Current Balances.” 
 

 
 

Here are the Financial Trend Chart balances and trends from 2018 to 2022. 
 At the end of 2022, checking account $50,308; Jones general $39,392; PayPal $5,935. 
 Memorial Forest Restricted Fund (2030 Project) total $16,020 (See New Business). 
 
CHS Memorial Forest 
Bernie and John shared the following information: 
 In 2021 we signed a “Memorandum of Understanding” with the Seattle Public Schools for 

use of the Cleveland High School Memorial Forest. 
 We have permission to provide a sign.  We are trying to create a design that is economically 

feasible.  We have gone away from the “All-Concrete” sign to a granite sign and concrete 
slab.  We have an estimate for a granite slab of $16,000.  It basically says, the “Cleveland 
High School Memorial Forest, dedicated to the Cleveland boys who sacrificed their lives 
during World War II, established in 1944, property of Seattle Public Schools."  We will 
continue to work out the details. 

 We plan to have another meeting there with students the Friday before Memorial Day 
weekend. 

 Will need money for the sign, installation, etc.  Bernie participates in a Veterans’ 
organizations and will talk with the group to see if they possibly will donate money. 

 
Scholarships 
 CHSAA donated $34,000 for scholarships in 2022. 
 Discussion about funding for athletics.  The Seattle School District no longer furnishes 

anything except a bus to and from events. 
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 The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) is getting active again. 
 Janice Dahl Stepp ‘66 commented that discussions need to start with the school board to 

find out that for which they’re paying for. 
 Alison said CHSAA needs to make hard choices about what to fund.  We were not set up to 

support all sports.  We’re taking money out of other pots.  Is scholarship output exceeding 
what we’re receiving?  The Alumni Board needs to assess and determine. 

 Janice stated that her choice would be to give more CHS Scholarships with a smaller award 
because we're just giving students a jumpstart and saying that we value them and their 
continuing education.  Allen Storaasli agreed that we should give more scholarships. 

 
Involvement with the Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) 
Glenda McDonald, PTSA Vice President, Guest Speaker shared the following information: 
 The PTSA meets once a month.  They are involved with Associated Student Body (ASB), 

and these students also attend PTSA meetings. 
 PTSA's involvement is mostly volunteerism and not so much financing.  They do offer some 

financial assistance for things such as caps and gowns, lab fees, library fees, etc. 
 Glenda is also assisting with the hiring committee for the new Principal at Cleveland High 

School. 
 Suggestions for CHSAA to partner more with PTSA. 
 Cleveland HS has a new Booster Club, which started in September 2022.  They have begun 

fundraising to help with financing for sports. 
 

New Business 
 
Cleveland High School Memorial Forest Restricted Fund (2030 Project) 
Last fall, Alison W. Sing donated $15,000 to the CHSAA for the Cleveland High School 
Memorial Forest, with the following stipulations: 
1. That the Alumni Association find creative ways to double it by getting matching grants and/or 

other means. 
2. Second, that these funds support the creation of a Learning Center with a focus on STEM 

programs, including tools for climate research.  The purpose is to inspire future generations 
of CHSAA Community members and leadership, to encourage them to address these 
problems in a meaningful way. 

3. Funds are restricted until October 19, 2030. 
 
Alison was elected to the alumni board in 1997 and served as President, Vice President, and 
Treasurer.  He shared the following information: 
 The Memorial Forest was a unique gift from the Class of '42 and '43. 
 Early in the 1990s, students stopped going to the CHS Memorial Forest.  CHSAA Board 

made a commitment in 2000 to re-establish a new CHS Memorial Forest tradition.  In May 
2001, established a new CHS Memorial Forest visit and dedicated the Korean and Vietnam 
plaques on the stone. 

 There was a lawsuit over the ownership title of the CHS Memorial Forest that was dividing 
the Alumni Association membership.  Ultimately the King County Superior Court rendered 
the decision that it belonged to the Seattle Public Schools but admonished that it was a gift 
of the students, and they should treat it as such. 
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 Credit to John Barton for selling the development rights to the King County Parks and 
preventing the Seattle Public School District from developing the property. 

 CHSAA needs new members and leadership if we are to survive.  We are lucky to have 
lasted 25 years.  Nicole Washington will see that my complete article gets submitted into the 
upcoming CHSAA Newsletter for all the Alumni Community to see.  See attachment. 

 See Alison’s written article, URL link on the CHSAA Website:  The 2030 Project - The 
Alumni (clevelandalumsea.org) 

 
Cleveland High School Update 
Principal Eric Marshall, Guest Speaker shared the following information: 
 Cleveland High School hosted the CHSAA Alumni Board and Alumni Community meetings 

along with the school “Prospective, New Students (9th Grade) and their Families Open 
House for the 2023-2024 School Year.”  The students are a diverse group of kids that are 
coming in and some students are returning from private schools who are actually selecting 
CHS as their first choice!  Some of the parents that he spoke to want their children back into 
the Public Schools and they're selecting Cleveland High School! 

 Today’s event was successful with the help from the school Counselors and Senior student 
volunteers who are going to be graduating in June.  Cleveland HS is in a really good space 
right now.  There is a “Wait List” because it is a “Choice School,” so typically there are 
around 100 to 200 students waiting to attend the school.  The current school population is 
pretty much capped around maybe 910 to 920 students so, it is a perfect size high school 
and not too big.  Students can get individual attention with a lot of options for Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics because it's a STEM school. 

 Cleveland is still trying to grow the Sports Program because typically the students that come 
here are mostly academic so we're trying to build it back up again and Cleveland has a really 
good Athletic Director, Dan Jurdy who was hired out of retirement. 

 Principal Marshall ended by saying to the Alumni that he was incredibly grateful to meet 
everyone, grateful to be here at Cleveland High School and he appreciated everyone’s help 
and support! 

 Also, all of our Administrative Staff are new, including the two Assistant Principals, and quite 
a few Teachers and Staff. 
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Election of Board Members 
Election Board Positions 11 and 12 are now open.  Meredith (Murray) Blache ‘81, is out of town 
and is interested in serving on the CHSAA Board.  Nicole Washington is nominating her, and 
she will be invited to the next CHSAA Board meeting. 
 
CHSAA Board Members 
 

 
 
 
Good of the Order 
Meeting Adjourned @ 12:29 PM 
Meeting Duration:  2 Hrs. 24 Mins. 
 
 
Humbly Submitted, 
 

Nicole R. Washington 
CHSAA Board Secretary 
 
Attachments 
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Cleveland High School Alumni Association 

2022 Accomplishments 
 
 

1. The Annual/Board meeting was held Saturday February 12, 2022.  Now 
that the schools have reopened, we will be having In-Person/Zoom 
meetings at Cleveland High School. 
 

2. The Alumni Community is encouraged to attend Annual meetings and 
Board meetings. 
 

3. We had our first Memorial Day event at the Cleveland HS Memorial Forest 
on Friday, May 27, 2022, since prior to the start of the pandemic in 2020. 
 

4. The Special Board Meeting was held to recognize a special donation from 
our former board member, Alison Sing.  Alison gave a generous donation 
of $15,000 for the CHS Memorial Forest. 
 

5. We have given $1,200 to Cleveland High School for Cap & Gowns, meant 
for students who could not afford to purchase them. 
 

6. We donated $5,480 to the Athletic Fund, CHS Football Equipment and 
Uniforms. 
 

7. Annual Scholarships of $34,000 were awarded to fourteen (14) recipients 
from Cleveland HS to the college of their choice. 
 

8. In celebration of the Alumni Association’s 25th Year Anniversary, we have 
created the Challenge 25 campaign from 2022 until the end of the year 
2023 to benefit the Cleveland HS Memorial Forest. 
 

9. Online donations are highly encouraged. 
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2023 CHSAA Annual Meeting Presentation 
 

  Alison W. Sing ‘64 
 
Thank you  for the opportunity to share some thoughts regarding my recent monetary gift to Cleveland 
High School Alumni Association. 
 

My name is Alison W. Sing ‘64, my four siblings and I attended and graduated from Cleveland High 
School between 1964-1970. 
 

I was elected to Alumni Association board in 1997 and served as Vice-President, President, and 
Treasurer during the ensuing eleven years. 
 

Here are some of the notable events that occurred during tenure: 
 June 2000, we re-established a new Cleveland Memorial Forest tradition. 
 Seniors in the Spring (final farewell for graduating seniors). 
 Frosh in the Fall (initial visit for incoming first-year class). 
 November 2000, we created our first Website w/new webmaster. 
 May 2001 renewal Memorial Forest visit and dedication of new Korean and Vietnam War memorial 

plaques next to the WWII plaque. 
 January 2002 Patricia Sullivan Rosenkranz ’49 book entitled Honored dead: The story of Cleveland 

High School’s World War II Gold Star Men who died in WWII. 
 September 1997, we celebrated the 70th Anniversary of the opening of Cleveland High School in 

1927. 
 June 2005, we observed the formal closing of Cleveland High School for major remodeling. 
 September 2007/2008, we celebrated the reopening of the newly remodeled Cleveland High 

School. 
 

These early years, our Alumni Association was faced with several challenges: 
 There was a pending lawsuit over the ownership title of the Cleveland Memorial Forest that was 

dividing our Alumni Association. 
 There was the challenge of creating a full-fledged Alumni Association that would serve our 

classmates for years to come. 
 

We decided to forge ahead and create an Alumni Association that would serve our alumni base for years 
to come.  However, we did not dismiss the pending legal case over the ownership dispute which was 
ruled by the Superior Court judge that the “title” legally belonged to the Seattle Public Schools but 
admonished the Seattle School District that this property was a permanent gift from the students of 
1942/1943 therefore shall be held with that understanding. 
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In 2021, thanks to our alumni association’s leadership, CHSAA convinced the Seattle Public School (SPS) 
to sell the development rights of the forest to the King County Parks Department; thereby preventing 
SPS or any future owner from developing the forest for any other use.  This unique gift from the classes 
of 1942 and 1943 is now protected in perpetuity. 
 

Last year, 2022 marked the 25th Anniversary of the founding of the Cleveland High School Alumni 
Association and a challenge match to mark this significant milestone was interrupted by the Covid 
pandemic forcing us to extend this event until the end of 2023.  We are asking the Alumni Community 
and friends of the Alumni Association to contribute $25 to mark this milestone toward developing 
programs for the newly minted Cleveland High School Memorial Forest. 
 

Although I no longer serve on the Alumni Association board itself, I remain active in supporting its long-
term goals and our continual support of our alma mater. 
 

Therefore, I made a financial donation of $15,000 to the Cleveland High School Alumni Association this 
past winter with a focus on developing future educational enhancements and programs at the Cleveland 
HS Memorial Forest with the following stipulations: 

1. First, that the Alumni Association find creative ways to double the amount of this donation by 
securing matching grants from public or private-for-profit entities, alumni fundraising campaigns 
for matching funds, and/or other means, etc. 

2. Second, that these funds support the creation of a learning center that provides students 
learning opportunities related to stem programs like ecology, biology, botany, environmental 
studies, forestry, and natural resource management, and even the effects of climate changes to 
our environment, etc. that would include technological tools for research. 

3. Third, that these funds be invested in a secure financial account which would not be available for 
use by the CHS Alumni Association before October 19, 2030, 12:00 AM. This separate fund would 
also be used to serve as a repository for future donations, grants, challenge matches, etc. 

 

As the donor, my focus with these stipulations is to inspire a future generation of Cleveland High School 
Alumni Association, Alumni Community to assume leadership responsibility and to encourage them to 
address these challenges in a meaningful way that will serve future generations of Cleveland High School 
student entering into the next century.   
 

These funds represent the ”seeds” planted by our High School teachers, who developed each of us with 
their knowledge and wisdom on becoming the best that we would become.  These patient “Gardeners” 
who water and weeded the garden to ensure that we would become productive citizens.  It was with 
this in mind that I decided to give this money now rather than wait until my passing.  For I am that 
patient “Gardener” waiting for the seeds to blossom in the future. 
 

The future of the Alumni Association lies with our classmates who will accept the mantle in future years.  
My financial contribution is like a package of “small seeds” – one never knows what will blossom nor 
when it will blossom; but the Gardener knows that the care and weeding will produce beautiful results.  
For me, it is a gift worth waiting for with patience. 
 
Alison W. Sing ‘64 
Email: awsing@comcast.net 


